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It has given me ample pleasure to learn that the District Centre for English, lASE, 

Bikaner (A Resource Centre for English sponsored by Ministry of Human Resource 

Development and Implemented by the English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad) 

has taken the herculean initiative of taking up the task of teacher training in the region by 

launching new courses catering to the needs of the teachers of English. 

There is a great need to reach out to teachers of English in schools and acquaint them 

with the advantages in the field of English Language Teaching. Especially in the days of 

globalization the need for English has become a major instrument for advancement of the 

society. 

I appreciate the DC faculty for having rendered their whole hearted commitment and 

hard work. I hope the Journal will be a real worth reading material for the lovers ofELT. 

I congratulate Mr. Ram Go pal Sharma, Chief Resource Person, District Centre for 

English, Bikaner for taking up the task of teacher training in the region and wish the centre all 

success in this endeavour. 

?J~(41f1 .--:.;
Master Bhanwar Cal Meghwal 
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Director 
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Phone : 0151-2522238 (0) 
0151-2200849 (R) 
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It gives me great pleaswe to know that the District Centre for English, Govt Institute 
of Advanced Studies in Education, Bikaner has been offering quality training to the teachers 
of English. The faculty members have been putting in a lot of efforts for" the cause of the 
Resource Centre for English. 

English has emerged as an indispensible medium for transfer of knowledge in the 
globalised scenario. Over the years, English language has become a "global language", the 
lingua franca of the modem era. English is available to us as a historical heritage in addition 
to our own language. We must make the best use of English to develop ourselves culturally 
and materially so that we can compete with the best in the world of mind and matter. English 
language is our window to the world. Keeping this in mind, the Parliament has also recog
nized English as an official language in addition to Hindi. English plays the central role in 
aviation, aeronautical engineering and computer technology and software development in 
globalized economies, English will continue to play the dominant role. The English language 
is also used all over the globe for transaction of international trade. 

It is felt that level of English education is not up to the mark in Rajasthan, especially in 
the govt. schools. The first step for improvement is to equip the teachers of English with 
better knowledge of the language and teaching skills. Here, the DCE has very important role 
to play. It runs the courses to introduce the teachers to latest techniques. The DCE has been 
doing its work successfully and has grown into a Resource Centre of this area. 

I have extreme pleasure in extending hearty gratitude to the English and Foreign 
Languages University, Hyderabad for academic support and the Ministry ofHuman Resource 
Development, Govt. of India for its fmancial aid to the centre. 

My sincere thanks to Prof. Maya Pandit, Pro-Vice Chancellor, EFL University, 
Hyderabad and Dr. Ajit Kumar P. All India Coordinator, District Centre Scheme for their 
untiring interest, guidance and direction to the DCE, lASE, Bikaner. 

I congratulate the Resource Centre for bringing out its Journal which is very informative 
and shall keep the community informed about the initiatives taken at the Resource Centre. 

I wish the District Centre for English all the success in this endeavour, 

Bh~ A. Sawant 
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MESSAGE 

Gayatri Vijay 
Principal and Nodal Officer 

(Joint Director) 
Govt lASE, Bikaner 

-\ I am very happy that the District Centre for English, I.A.S.E, Bikaner established in 

2006, has been conducting successful teacher training programmes. The Centre has done 

commendable service to the teachers of English by resource supporting in constructive and 

communicative language education and establishing rapport with the English and Foreign 

Languages University, Hyderabad and the other DCs all over the country. 

I am glad to-mention that the DCE has successfully organized all the programmes 

assigned by District Centre Scheme, EFL University, Hyderabad and got excellent feedback 

-from the teacher participants as well as the concerned authorities. 

The third issue of DC Journal is in your hand. As usual the issue has many practical 

ideas and tips for the language teachers and classroom. Even the learners have been given 

proper place in the Journal. It will help teachers of English become competent and confident 

professionals. 

The task is being accomplished by extra ordinary efforts made by our Chief Resource 

person Mr. Ram Go pal Sharma and his committed team at the DCE with absolute dedication 

and sincerity. The department is really fortunate to have such a faculty for English Language 

Teaching. 

I hope to get good response from our readers and expect that they will spread message 

to the public at large. 
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Hyderabad - 500 605, India 

(A CENTRAL UNIVERSITY ESTABLISHED BY AN ACT OF PARLIAMENn 

Dr. Ajit Kumar P. 
All India Coordinator 
District Centre Scheme 

MESSAGE FROM THE ALL IN'DIA COORDINATOR 

The District Centre for English, Bikaner is doing yeoman service to 

the cause of English Language Teaching, and Teacher Development in 

the district of Bikaner, Rajasthan. Since its inception 16.01.2006 the 

District Centre has, thanks to the tireless efforts of the Chief Tutor 

Mr. Ram Gopal Sharma and his team of dedicated tutors, achieved 

remarkable success in its goal of providing high quality training to the 

teachers of English in the district. 

I wish them the very best in all their academic endeavows. 

f~·l~ 
Aj1t Kumar P. 

Vice-Chancellor : 27098 I 41, Registrar : 2709 8225, Office : 2768 9400 
Fax : 040-2709 8402~ Website : www.efluniversity.ac.in 
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Editorial 
In the days of globalization the need for English has become 

a major instrument for advancement of people. There is a great 
need to reach out to the teachers of English in schools and acquaint 
them with the advantage in the field of English Language Teaching. 
The increased importance of English in international commercial 
and socio-political spheres has consequently increased employment 
opportunities in many computer intensive and communications 
related industries. Secondly, opportunities of advancement in 

academic and administrative sections for people who know English has become the 
means of empowerment for the various communities in India which till now 
marginalized, exploited and left on the peripheries of development. 

In recent decades, the number of students enrolled in our schools, and teachers 
who teach them, have enormously increased. Unfortunately, neither our language 
planning policies nor our training agencies seem to have addressed the issue of teacher 
development in a significant way. The system produces graduate who some how 
manage to pass in English, without having acquired any workable knowledge of the 
Language. As a result, most of them are ill equipped to teach the language. The various 
agencies try hard to meet the challenge of improving the proficiency and professional 
competence of the teachers of English through their in-service training programmes. 
However, most of these programmes are of short duration, and factors such as the 
limited infrastructure facilities, lack of adequate trainers, dearth of resources etc. makes 
it difficult for them to meet the challenge successfully. As a result, teaching of English 
is often done by teachers who themselves know little English. This situation is made 
all the more difficult by the outdated ideology and inefficient practice of teaching 
English. English is treated as a content and translation is the only method of teaching 
English as it is often the easiest way of finishing the syllabus. Memorizing answers 
dictated by the teacher in the class or guidebooks for somehow passing examinations 
is sole resort left open to the students. 

One of the answer to this problem is to produce teachers who have an awareness 
of the skills and the communicative competencies, who are aware of the advances in 
the field oflanguage learning and teaching. This is what the District Resource Centre 
has been attempting to do through its various training programmes and has already 
taken initiatives to popularize new ways of teaching. 

The I 0-day Orientation Programmes and Need-based Courses are offered in the 
face to face mode, and the Certificate in the Teaching of English (one year 
correspondence course) is offered through the distance mode. 

Besides the introduction of the District Centre Scheme and the activities of the 
District Centre, we have the privilege to provide you the views of the state and local 
authorities and opportunities to teachers to present their ideas and views on language 
teaching. I hope the Journal will help in accomplishing the objectives of DCS. 

We are heartily grateful to our Director Mr Bhaskar A. Sawant and thankful to 
the Nodal Officer and Principal, lASE, Ms Gayatri Vijay and the Vice Principal, 
lASE, Mr. B.S. Mehta for their cooperation, direction and timely help. We can't 
miss to mention the contribution of Pro vice Chancellor, Prof. Maya Pandit and All 
India Coordinator, Dr. Ajit Kumar P. for their encouragement and academic guidance. 
We also express our sincere gratitude to DCS staft: other DCs and RPs for their active 
support. 

The Journal comprises articles and views from all the concerned and interested 
in ELT i.e. The experts, teachers, scholars and the learners but perfection is difficult 
to achieve. Your feedback in the form of comments and continued support through 
supplying materials and announcements about activities of your institute and about 
other teaching learning items of interest to DCE will be highly appreciated. 

Ram Gopal Sharma 
Chief Resource person 
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INTRODUCTION 

English and Foreign Languages University, 
Hyderabad 

English and Foreign Language University, 
Hyderabad established by Government of India in 1958 as 
"Central institute of Engl ish" in Hyderabad "city of Nizams", 
famous for its monuments and Pearl market. Earlier it was a 
Deemed University but now it has been given the status of 
Central Universi ty by an Act of Parliament on August 3, 
2007.lt is the 24th member of"Central University" family. 
Today the EFL University enjoys the status ofbeing the on ly 
university in India, devoted exclusively to the study of 
Engli sh and foreign languages. ' 

In 1972 it included teaching of maj or foreign 
languages like Gennan, French and Russian as its part of 
expansion. Besides main campus at Hyderabad it has two 
more campuses situated at Lucknow "City of awabs" and 
another one in North-Eastern part of India at Shillong. It is 
the only university in India which is completely devoted to 
the teaching or leaming offoreign languages. EFL University 
is a member of the Association offndian Uni versity (AlU). 
It is recognized and funded by Un iversi ty Grants 
Commission (UGC) Over the years, EFLU has been offering 
courses in many foreign languages that are both popular and 
in demand too. English, Arabic, French, Gennan, Japanese, 
Russian and Spanish etc are taught here as main part of 
academic programme. 

Institute of Advanced Studies in Education, 
Bikaner 

The Institute was established in 1940 in order to 
provide teacher-training in the state of Bikaner and started 
Certificate in Teacher Training Course in 1946 and renamed 
as College of Educati9n and introduced the Bachelor of 
Education (B. Ed) in 1978. The department of Education 
pennitted to launch M.Ed. in the year 1970. The change in 
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the field of education reflects the 
change in scope envisaged in 
programmes of the Institute which has 
the prestige to be the first PG college 
of Education of the state. Existing 
courses have been revised and updated in terms of content 
and mode as per the demand of the age. In 1995 the Institute 

started In-service Teachers Training Programmes in the 
summer vacation. 

The present status, Institute of Advanced Studies 
in Education was given in 1986 to fulfill the objectives of 
the NPE. lASE, Bikaner currently offers B.Ed. and M.Ed. 
Courses through face to face mode and In-service teachers 
Training programmes to the teachers of different subjects. 
The District Centre for English has been working in its 
full bloom as an indispensable part of lASE, Bikaner. 

District Centre Scheme 
English has been gaining more and more 

importance at the national and international level during the 
last decade. However the teaching of English has been far 

from satisfactory, particularly at the school level. English is 
perceived as one of the most difficult languages by many 



learners. For strange reasons, the job ofteaching English in 
almost all states is in the hands of those who do not 
necessarily have any specialized· qualification to teach it. 
Even those who have a B.Ed. are seldom ad equately 
equipped to teach the language using the new approaches 
and methods. The situation thus necessitates training ofthose 
who are already in service. The District Centre Scheme 
sponsored by Ministry of Human Resource Development 
and implemented by the English and Foreign Languages 
University, Hyderabad aims to bring out a qualitative 
improvement in the teaching and learning of English in the 
country by setting up District Centres for English in the 
State and Union Territories and training teachers of English 
in the new approaches and methods. The Scheme has been 
in operation since 1985. 
Aims and Objectives of the Scheme 

Under the scheme, The Ministry of Human 
Resource Development provides I 00% financial assistance 
through the English and foreign languages University, 
Hyderabad to set up District Centres for English to achieve 
the following objectives-
). To provide saturation level training to all teachers of 

English in the State/UT, especially those in rural and 
backward regions, through short Orientation Courses 
supported by long-term courses in the distance mode. 

2. To offer need-based specific purpose training to 
teachers on a sustained basis. 

3. To identify and develop leadership potential among 
high school teachers of English and develop a cadre of 
specialists in material production, teacher training and 
testing and evaluation. 

4. To provide opportunities to teachers to· grow and 
develop professionally by promoting coll aborative 
learning and teacher development programmes. 

5. To develop each District Centre into an ELT Resource 
Centre for the benefit of teachers of English in the 
District and for the benefit of the community as a whole. 

District Centre for English, lASE, Bikaner 
The District Centre for English, Bikaner started 

functioning at Govt Institute of Advanced Studies in 
Education (lASE) Bikaner in January 2006 and has been 
working in its full bloom. The training is organized at DC 
through Orientation Programmes and Need-based Courses 
of short duration in the face to face mode and a one year 
correspondence course in the distance mode. 
Programmes at the DCE 
1. 10-day Orientation Programme-

The programme is designed and produced to train all 
the teachers of English in the region by the Engl~sh 
and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad. It is in 
the nature of basic training with twin objectives-
• To orient teachers to modern approaches and 

methods and techniques in the teaching ofEnglish 
and enable them to teach the prescribed materials 
effectively, and 

• To enable them to enrich their proficiency in the 
language with the help of a self-learning package 
gifted during the course. 

The DC has orga.'lized six Ops this year and god excellent 
feedback from the teachers. 
2. Need-based Course-

The Resource Persons at the Centre visit the schools, 
observe the trained teachers· performance and identify 
their further training needs, if any. The faculty then 
designs very short training programmes to cater to those 
needs and offer them Need-based course of two or three 

days either at a school ccnvenient to the participants or 
at the District Centre itself. In the year 2008, The DC 
conducted three NBCs. 

3. Contact Programmes for one year Correspondence 
Course-03 (Certificate in the Teaching of English
Secondary Level) 
Teachers who feel motivated and are willing to continue 
their learning and professional gro\'ith after the 1 0-day 
training can enroll themselves on the correspondence
cum-contact course. The course aims-
" To improve the teachers' proficiency in English 
• To improve their professional competence and 
• To facilitate their professional improvement 

The course will have three contact programmes-
!. Initial Contact Programme- 05 days (July-Aug) 
2. Mid-term Contact Programme-! 0 days (Dec-Jan) 
3. Final Contact Prograrnme- 10 days (July Aug) 
The final examination will be conducted during the last 
four days ofthe final contact programme. The successful 
teachers will be awarded the Certificate in the Teaching 
of English- Secondary Level by the EFL Universi ty, 
Hyderabad. No fee is charged from the teachers. Study 
material is provided by EFL University. The participants 

\ 
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who \\ant to join the course are allowed by the 
department and their performance is added in their 
service record. They will be given TA and DA as per 
the state norms by the DCS. 

4. School visit and follow-up activities 
The Resource persons visit secondary and Senior 
Secondary schools of the area to observe the real 
classroom situation and the effectiveness · of the 
programmes run by the DCE, The RPs discuss with 
the heads of the schools regarding the teaching of 
English and the material used in the classroom. The 
RPs try to find out the areas of difficulty of the 

respective teachers and conduct the Need-based Course 
accordingly and also suggest the teachers about new 
classroom techniques and activities effective in the 
particular atmosphere of the class. 

5. Other Programmes 
The District Centre should also be able to conduct short 
orientation course and workshop sessions for the heads 
of schools and the English inspectorate in the district 
to create an awareness among them and to enlist their 
co-operation in the training programmes of the Centre 
in general. The Centre has conducted Spoken English 
Programmes for the students to enrich their knowledge 
of the language. Presently the centre is ready to launch 
two regular courses for the students 

Date of inception 16.01.2006 
Year Name of the No. of No. of teachers 

Programme Progammes trained 
2005-06 OP 01 27 
2006-07 OP 06 95 

NBC 03 55 
CTE 03 II 

2007-08 OP 06 106 
NBC 03 42 
CTE 03 19 

2008-09 OP 06 108 
NBC 03 23 
CTE 03 22 

Total Programmes 
2005-09 OP 19 336 

NBC 09 120 
CTE 09 42 

Total 37 498 
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In tne year 2008-09 the Centre conducted 06 OPs, 
03 NBCs and 03 Contact Programmes for the one year 
Correspondence Course. Special attention was given on 
making the teachers acquire fluency in communicating ideas 
in English. The different components dealt with in the 
Orientation Programmes are Grammar, Reading, Writing, 
Study Skills, Spoken English, Perspectives in Language 
learning and Teaching and Literature. 

Demonstration classes, Peer teaching sessions, 
preparation of teaching materials, work shop on Authentic 
materials etc. were some ofthe activities included in the 10-
day Orientation Programmes. 

After visiting the schools and follow up activities, 
Need-based courses were conducted. Main stress was on 
the areas of difficulty of the real class room and the possible 
solution to cope with the need of the learners. 

Three Contact Programmes for the 
Correspondence Courses aim to help the teachers to 
understand the new trends in English Language Teaching 
i.e. Classroom activities, Teac\ting through literature/ 
newspaper/authentic materials/games, classroom 
communication, activities for reading and writing, 
pronunciation, use of dictionaries, and how to encourage 
the learners to be the autonomous learners and use ofEnglish 
for academic purpose and communication. 

Realizing the effectiveness of the programmes 
conducted by the Centre the department has given the 
permission to the centre to launch two courses for the general 
public-

I. Certificate in General English 
2. Certificate in Spoken English 

The proposal has been sent to the Maharaja Ganga Singh 
University, Bikaner . The Centre is ready to launch the 
programmes for the general public if permitted. 

The Centre has tried to develop its own resources 
to strengthen its own academic ability. The faculty members 
participate in various innovative programmes like
Presentation in the National Seminar, Publication of ELT 
books and annual DC Journal, production of teaching 
material for the teachers. RPs also help in regular 
programmes of lASE i.e. teaching B.Ed. classes and 
conducting the teaching activities for B.Ed. students as 
Micro Teaching, Practice teaching and Block Teaching 
session and attending various teacher training programmes 
conducted by SSA. 

In spite of having limited physical and academic 
resources ,the Centre is doing not only the assigned task but 
also what is essential to enrich the educational scenario
related to English language Teaching of the area. We hope 
the department of secondary Education, Rajasthan and the 
English and Foreign Language University, Hyderabad and 
the Ministry of Human Resource Development, New Delhi 
realize the importance of the Centre and provide it with what 
is necessaty to conduct all the activities successfully. 

Yashoda Khatri 
Resource Person 



GOOD PRONUNCIATION 

Let us begin our discussion with an anecdote. 
Once a windy afternoon three old men were taking a walk. 
As they were from different regions and their mother tongues 
were different the conversation was mainly in English. 
Apparently they were finding it difficult to understand one 
another. The conversation was as the following-

First oldman- Windy, isn't it? 
Second oldman: No, It's Thursday. 
Third oldman: So I am. Let's have a cake. 
For while they preferred to take a silent walk as 

all of them were struggling to make out any sense out of the 
conversation. And, soon the conversation turned to be a 
funny joke. 

Why did the communication break in this small 
discourse? I think among other reason one was certainly 
pronunciation. I don't know who was at fault- the speaker 
<)r the listener, but the pronunciation took its toll. At the end 
of the d:~y it might be a funny joke in the anecdote, but it 
rai:;:s a srriou~ question about our competency in speaking 
and understanding English. The pronunciation problem is 
one of the commonest problem of the user of Engl ish in our 
country. From my own experience as a teacher-trainer over 
a long period of time, I have noticed this is also alarmingly 
common among teachers ifl'espective of the levels they teach. 
The overall teaching learning scenario in our country, if you 
consider oral communication skills in general and good 
pronunciation in particular is far from satisfactory. English 
in India being influenced by the regional languages seems 
to have innumerable dialects. Though like other non-native 
countries here in India we follow British English and that to 
Received Pronunciation (RP) which is the lingua franca of 
the world. Our English accent, articulation, rhythm and 
intonation seldom match the international standard. The ievel 
of international intelligibility usually remains low for an 
average Indian. 

Why international level? Think of the situation 
within our country ; the regional varieties of English very 
often pose serious problems in understanding inter-state 
matters. You can better understand the situation if you watch 
a live telecast of a parliament session and other such national 
and international events. Looking at the phonological 
v:•rh·: nn~, E!lglisl~. Oriya English, Kerala Engli~.h . Marathi 
Engli$h, North-East English so on and so forth . 

It was I !l35 En:!lish found a plac ~ i'l the 
•:vr;;:t!iums o[lnJia,J edu<.a~ional institutes. Ri:,:n fr01;1 tile 
inception it has occupiect a crucial place in our syllabuses. 
It haf. grown to the state of second language. As an interstate 
Jirik language ,and the language of higher education and 
administration it has gained further heights in the post 
independent India. India is accredited with internationaliy 
acclaimed scholars and writers in English. The importance 
of English is felt in all spheres of life here and it won't be 
unfair to say India is now the largest English using country 
in the world. 

; 

All these are fine. We arc proud of our rich heritage 
in English . But, let 's take a serious look at our points of 
discussion. How is our spoken English? How good is our 
pronunciation? What about our overall communication 
skills? It's a fact that we have a solid and uniform written 
English across the nation . But the situation in spoken 
standard continues to be rather grim. Barring a negligible 
section of scholars and linguists in our country the large 
majority do not speak English with proper pronunciation. 

Its repercussions are conspicuous. Our students 
struggle a lot to acquaint themselves with the accent of the 
native countries in the universities abroad. Lack of good 
communication skills with correct pronunciation greatly 
affects the international job prospects of our youth. Thus a 
uniform pronunciation standard with high level intelligibility 
is the need of the hour. In the face of increasing globalization 
an international standard of spoken English should be 
achi.;ved in a shortest possible period of time. 

Here it is relevant to make it clear that what it is 
that we mean good pronunciation in English. We have 
mentioned above that the prestigious British variety known 
as Received pronunciation (RP has been accepted as the ideal 
model in India. The BBC English is an example of it. 
However there are arguments over the issue of an ideal 
pronunciation standard in India. Some are of the opinio'l 
that the standard Indian English would be the ri~ht model 
for us. I am not sure. As of now the Indian Standard English 
or general Indian English has neither got a definite shape 
nor it has any well defined distinctive features to be 
recognized as a variety at par with British or American 
English. Having said this I would like to add that yes, there 
arc some phonological differences between RP (BBC 
English) and regarded and standard Indian English. The 
English used in all India Radio and Doordarshan may be 
regarded as Indian Standard English. I think there is a little 
difference between BBC English and AIR English. This AIR 
English or to say standard Indian English could be on off 
spring ofRP in Indian context. It has also high level national 
and international intelligibility. So no problem if you are 
using this. Probably learners acquire this pronunciation in 
the process of learning RP in Indian environment. It's O.K. 
but no way a regional non-standard pronunciat ion could be 
accepted as Indian English and influence our teaching and 
learning. To my mind, we should take RP as th:: model of 
our teaching. At the same time, I too bel ieve S()mc minor 
:.mJ lrivial aspects of RP like assimil.ttion l'eJturcs, elisir,.J, 
intrusion of ' r ' and even aspiration shoukl not be insisted in 
::1d: .- n co~1 :e . : t . Thus we can mnkc a :.m:-:•.1cn:: th::t :t ;JL . .' 
or acceptable pronunciation is one that confirms with the 
major features of RP. 

Let's now talk about the features which ensure 
intelligibility and help a 'Good Pronunciation'. 

I. Distinct Articulation of English sounds: First 
of all a due importance should be given on the proper 
articulation of 44 English sounds-consonants and vowels. 
Gradually Indian speakers face more problems in the 
articulation of vowels both in case of pure vowels and 
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diphthongs. As per the IPA specification, the manner and 
place of articulation should be correctly taken up. Though it 
differs from state to state. most Ind ians exhibit problems in 
maintaining vowel length in case of short and long vowel 
and clear cut glide in case diphthongs e.g. seat -sit, food
good, get-gate, tour, go, care, .. . There are also tricky non
indian sounds like I re /, I A/,13 :/ which challenge our speakers 
in the matters of district articulation. 

Besides there are also some consonant sounds like 
Labio-dental fricative If/& !vi Alveolar fricative /s/&/zl 
Palato-alveolar fricative I /& 131 and /p/ & I f I where 
mispronunciation is very much like ly o happ en. The 
difference i)l articulation of /p/&/f/,/s/&1 I /vi, lwl I I, I 
zJ& I /, /i/7 /i :/, /u/&/u :/ etc. is not properly maintained. As 
a result of which it becomes difficult to understand what 
one intends to say e.g. same or shame, ship or sip, pat or fat, 
Jew or zoo etc. Any way incorrect articulation of sounds 
contributes a major portion of unacceptable pronunciation 
to our speech. So utmost care should be taken about it. 
Rigorous practice using a standard dictionary (which uses 
IPA phonemes) should be done to improve art iculation and 
so pronunciation. 

2. Maintaining proper stress/accent- word and 
sentence level- This feature of British English poses a tough 
problem to the Indian speakers. The accent and stress is on 
unique feature of English language. Its proper maintenance 
ensures intelligibility in the international arena. I don 't see 
many universities and schools in our country are serious 
about it. The casual and incorrect stress pattern greatly affects 
our pronunciation. So the good pronunciation must confirm 
with the rules of stress both in words and sentences. 

The word stress is well defi ned and marked in all 
standard dictionaries. It is easy to practice word stress with 
a dictionary than to follow general stress rul es. A large 
majority of speakers do not make any syllable prominent in 
their speech or ifthey do they choose a wrong syllable. Which 
makes their English intelligible and regional. Similarly in 
the sentence level we know that lexical 
words are stressed and structural. words are 
not stressed. And most of the structural 
words are oronounced in their weak forms 
in the con;ected speech. But, it seems to be 
the biggest problem as most of us do not 
maintain· it at all. In some cases we stress 
'will' in wrong places making our Engl ish 
almost impossible to understand for others 
especially for foreigners. 

For example, mark the stressed 
and unstressed words (better say syllables) 
in following sentences. 

I. The 'school 'opens at 'ten. 
2 . We are ' learning 'good 

pronunci'ation 
3. 'India is the 'largest de'mocracy 

in the 'world. 
The stress marks show th e 

prominent syllables in the sentence. The speaker has to 
maintain the stress and unstressed articulation systematically 
as per the requirement of the sentence, and, accordingly a 
rhythm in the pattern of low and high or high and low is 
maintained in the pitch of the voice. English is a stress-timed 
language. The stressed syllables fall in the regular intervals 
roughly consuming equal time in between two stressed 
syllables regardless of the number of unstressed syallable in 
between them. It gives a rhythmic expression and contributes 
to good pronunciation. 

3. Taking pause and maintaining intonation 
appropriately- Very many people do not pay any attention 
to pause and proper intonation in their speech. This leads to 
inappropriacy in those areas making the pronunciation 
incorrect. So it is essential to maintain proper pause and 
intonation in the speech to make our pronunciation good. 

We don't have scope to discuss all these points in 
detail in this article. Please refer to books ofphonetics for 
further reading. Coming back to our topic "Good 
pronunciation I would say that the proper intonation in the 
speech not only makes one's pronunciation good, but also 
expresses different language-functions in our dialogue. 

To conclude our discussion I would reiterate that 
the successful communication depends squarely upon proper 
pronunciation, and the proper pronunciation depends upon 
the adherence to the features ofRP- the International model 
of English pronunciation. Good or bad pronunciation is 
related to how close or remote your English is from the stated 
model. Lots of study materials on phonetics in form of books, 
CDs and DVDs are now available everywhere. What is 
needed is your interest and perSeverance for a better standard 
of pronunciation. The study of pronunciation or phonetics 
in English need to be assigned proper weightage in our 
curriculums to achieve a standard and uniform pronunciation 
pattern for all this we will take up a resolute effort and move 
with determination. 

I am sure we shall over come. 
Pratap Kumar Samanta Singhar 

Chief Resource Person, DCE, Balasore, Orissa. 

ChiefTutor, DC£, Bikaner and former AIC at EFLUniversity. Hyderabad 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
TEACHING 

IN NAGALAND 
I would like to say something about the 

English language teaching scenario in our state. Nagaland 
is a multilingual state with more than I 6 different languages 
being spoken by as many different tribes; each language is 
distinctively different from the other. Therefore, the official 
language is English. It is also the medium of instruction in 
all levels of education, right from the pre-primary to post
graduation level. English is also the link language especially 
among the educated eire!~. 

English is introduced at the entry point of a child 
at school i.e.;- from the pre-primary onwards. However, 
English has been taught more as a content subject without 
giving much emphasis on the skills specially that of the 
spoken aspect. It is only in the very recent times that efforts 
are being made to create an awareness in the teachers of the 
primary level that English, the subject should be taught as a 
skill subject too, which in fact is so important in any language 
teaching context. This has been made possible by an increase 
in the number of teacher training institutes such as the DIETs. 

Actually, English is a subject which is taught 
across the curriculum here in Naga:land because every text 
book and study material is written only in English and every 
test and examination is taken I written in English. The SCERT 
of the state has introduced an integrated text book for English 
and Environmental Sciences for children of classes I and 
II. These text books are helping the primary teachers see the 
need of teaching English as a language skill to be learnt/ 
imparted. 

A good number of teachers in the primary school 
level are unwilling to use English for instruction in the 
classroom situation because they are not confident 
themselves and they also feel the children are not 
comprehending the instruction in a foreign language, sadly 
the older generation teachers who are reluctant to carry out 
instruction in English are taking time in grasping that the 
subject 'English' they are teaching should empower the 
children with the ability of communicating in the English 
language even so as to enable the children to understand the 
study materials better and general improvement in their 
studies. However, these older generation teachers are phasing 
out through retirement etc. and younger, better educated 
teachers are taking their places. 

An English Language Teaching Institute (ELTI) 
has recently been sanctioned for Nagaland and we are 
expected to start functioning from the beginning of April 
this year (2009). It is hoped that with the ELTI functioning 
effectively will work towards development and improvement 
of English language teaching in the state, Nagaland would 
also catch up with the rest of the country and stride together 
in advancing the study and use of the English language as a 
general means of communication and its use as a link 

@ 

language for every common man and in every social 
interaction. 

AkalaKin 
DCE. Chiechama, Nagaland 

CREATIVITY IS 
THE ESSENCE OF LIFE 

Today's world becomes a global village 
due to various inventions. Through the 

creative inventions we become more materialistic in nature 
but at the same time through the destructive inventions we 
always live in fears. Nowadays, "Atankvad" is a big question 
in front of the world. More and more intellectual personalities 
are joining in this destructiveness because the world is 
divided between materialism and spiritualism. People are 
running behind the materialistic world but inside they feel 
loneliness. At that time what a teacher can do? 

Chankya says, "A teacher is not an ordinary man 
because the construction and destruction are born in teacher's 
lap." As we know a teacher plays an important role in 
construction of fruitful and valuable society. A language 
teacher can motivate students to develop the literary skill. 
By means of literature we feel so many colours of life. 
Literature arises from our heart and from the experiences of 
life. Creation gives self satisfaction which ultimately leads 
to real pleasure. Generally we think that creativity comes in 
hereditary or only the genius can do. But the teacher must 
not forget 'the story of Ramayan and the writer Valmiki' 
who was a great robber. We, Indians never forget the great 
pleasurable moments of thes Oscar Award Function and 
Award winners A.R. Rehman, Guljar and Rasul Pukkuti. 
Teacher must motivate their students' literary creativity 
through various techniques during the teaching of prose and poetry. 
What a teacher can do? 

I. Teacher can show a poster or picture and tell 
students to write a slogan or two lines whatever they like. 

2. After teaching a prose lesson, Teacher can ask 
the different end of the lesson. 

3. A Teacher can tell half part of the lesson or story 
and tell them to think about the later part. 

4. A Teacher can tell them to feel the live moments 
or atmosphere of that time and ask to write poetry or 
description on it what they feel. 

5. A Teacher can .wTite two words or lines and tell 
the students to make a rhyme or poetry. 

6. A Teacher can omit some rhyming words from 
the rhyme and tell them to put other words. 

For all these techniques using in the class, there is a 
great need of patience to listen. 
GIVE YOUR STUDENTS AN OPEN SKY TO FLY. 

Dipti Trivedi 
Chief Tutor & Lecturer, DCE, 

DIET-Rajkot (Gujarat) 
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USE OF AUTHENTIC 
MATERIALS IN ENGLISH 

The use of authentic materials in an EFL 
(English as a Foreign Language) classroom 
is what many teachers involved in foreign 

language teaching have discussed in recent years. The term 
authentic materials: reading or listening materials that haven't 
been designed specifically for classroom use, but which we 
can use to spice up our lessons and make them more 
interesting. Authentic materials include a wide range of text 
types, including menus, maps, timetables, tourist brochures, 
information sheets , sets of instructions, recipes, 
advertisements, movie guides, newspaper and magazine 
articles etc. Authentic materials also include materials that 
students can listen to or view: songs, items from the TV or 
radio news and so on. Generally, what th is means is materials 
which involve language natura ll y occurring as 
communication in native-speaker contexts of use, or rather 
those selected contexts where standard English is the norm: 
real newspaper reports, for example, real magazine articles, 
real advertisements, cooking recipes, horoscopes, etc. 
Using authentic material in the classroom is significant 
for many reasons, amongst which are: 

• Students are exposed to real discourse, as in videos of 
interviews with famous people where intermediate students 
listen for gist. 

• Authentic materials keep students informed about what 
is happening in the world, so they have an intrinsic 
educational value. As teachers, we are educators working 
within the schoo l system , so education and general 
development are part of our responsibilities (Sanderson, 
1999). 

• Textbooks often do not include incidental or improper 
English . Authentic Material s can produce a sense of 
achievement, e.g., a brochure on Mount Ab u gi ven to 
students to plan a 4-day visit. 

• The same piece of material can be used under different 
circumstances if the task is different. 

• Language change is reflected in the materials so that 
'students and teachers can keep abreast of such changes. 

• Reading texts are ideal to teach mini -ski ll s such as 
scanning, e.g. students are given a news article and asked to 
look for specific information (amounts, percentages, etc. ). 

• The teacher can have students practice some of the 
micro-skills mentioned by Rich ards (1983), e.g. bas ic 
students listen to news reports and they are asked to identifY 
the names of countries, famous peopl e, etc. (ability to detect 
key words). 

Books, articles, newspapers, and so on contain a wide 
variety of text types, language styles not easily found in 
conventional teaching materials . T he Materials can 
encourage reading for pleasure because they are likely to 
contain topics of interest to learners, especially if students 
are given the chance to have a say about the topics or kinds 
of authentic materials to be used in class. 
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Sources of Authentic Materials are: newspapers, TV 
programs, menus, magazines, the internet, movies, songs, 
brochures, comics, literature (novels, poems and short 
stories), Literature, Computer Software, the Internet and so 
forth. 

Authentic materials present examples of real language 
that help bring the real world into the classroom. The vivid 
imagery of life in the target culture magnetizes learners and 
the unpredictable nature of their contents tantalizes learners
in a language-rich and enjoyable manner. Moreover, there 
may be multi-dimensional words and structures in authentic 
texts. Their non-literal meanings even mystifY learners of 
over ten years of textbook English learning, which has been 
a big problem area in Indian EFL situation. 

Authentic materials enable learners to interact with lhe 
real language and content rather than the form. Learners feel 
that they are learning a target language as it is used outside 
the classroom. Considering this, it may not be wrong to say 
that at any level authentic materials should be used to 
complete the gap between the competency and performance 
.of the language learners, which is a common problem among 
the nonnative speakers. This requires the language patterns 
being put into practice in real life situations. Since learning 
about a culture is not accepting it and the role ofthe culture 
in the materials is just to create Ieamer interest towards the 
target language, there should be a variety of culture in the 
materials, not a specific one. 

Successfully utilizing a continuing series of authentic 
materials in English language learning classroom is simply 
a matter of adapting those materials to suit the needs of your 
language learners. Some keys to successful adaptation of 
authentic materials include: converting them into workshop 
activities, adjusting the length of the materials, simplifYing 
or explaining key language elements and converting 
authentic materials into a variety of exercise types. 

Dr. Satish Kumar 
Deputy Director (Secondary) 

Secondary Education, Rajasthan, Bikaner 



ANALYSIS OF BIOGRA,HICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 
IN TEACHING LITERATURE 

· For all his mastery of the material world, 
man finds life imperfect, conditioned, 
unsatisfying, Man lives by his bodily senses, 
and his intell ect in a world . of matter, 
governed by law of nature. Its language is 
the language of emotions and feelings. In this 
world, man shaking off for a time all earthly 

ties and free from sordid desires and unsatisfying material, 
pleasures, finds eternal bliss and true delight. The unlimited 
blue above the earth cloud; the shore less sea into which we 
would plunge back from our desert island: he universal life 
in whose freedom all is good- it is literature that gives us 
this. In short, literature satisfies man's longing for a perfect 
world. According to Bacon, while science is a subjecting of 
the mind to matter, Art is a subjecting of matter to the mind. 

If synthesis is art of composition then analysis is 
an essential part of the classroom studies. It is tearing apart 
to find the component elements. For better results one should 
analyze biographical and environmental circumstances in 
'which a writer shapes his composition, at this realization 
may come with a flash. The purpose of this exercise is not 
just to provide some good readable compositions, but to 
explore the possibilities of the medium and how various 
effects can be achieved in it. This way we can engage 
ourselves in such a creative exploration. 

Every work of art tries to convey something. If a 
composition does not have an idea, it leaves the mi nd of the 
readers, a sense of incompleteness and hence a fee li ng of 
dissatisfaction. So far poetry is concerned it is fu ll ofwonder 
and thoughts almost too deep for expression and it is hard to 
define. The definition of poetry are many. Almost every 
second critic who has written about poetry has given us his 
own definition of it. No single definition of poetry can, in 
fact, be final, complete and all embraci ng. Wh at each 
definition does is no more than point at some gleam of the 
truth. If we add together a number of defin itions and then 
we may approach the verge of the land of magic casements. 
The fac! is that poetry is a beautiful mystery, not to be 
confined with in narrow limits of the few wo rd s of a 
definition. So is literature through which emotions of life 
made audible all this reveals complex nature of literature. 

The aim of this paper is to trace a logical 
significance of analyzing writer's biograph ic al and 
environmental circumstances for the better evaluat ion of his 
composition. The following assumptions are familiar to most 
in teaching literature in a systematic manner. 

Perception and potential evocations released in 
language constitute two irreducibl e factors in the 
performance of literature. On the other hand, writer 's literary 
expressions are an amalgam of many discrete perceptions. 
Though these perceptions may vary in complex ity and 
structure, these are essential indeed basic, to any sensitive 
appreciation of the literary act of creation. 

Man is certainly influenced by the laws of 

® 

philosophy" and psychology. And the story of man is his 
struggle witp nature which interacts with his mind. Therefore, 
he uses his psychological gifts and in turn exploits the power 
of perception and power of memory. These united eftorts 
result in ·an individual's con sciousness. And this 
consciousness paves the way to literary expressions/ Because 
of this relation writer's literary expressions depended on his 
biographical and environmental circumstances. 

Consciousness as well as the sub consciousness 
state develops from one's interactions with his environment. 
The construction of consciousness is the shaping of the mind. 
The environment influences the development of the 
individual in many different ways. The thinking processes 
are necessary dependent upon adequate supplies of the 
beliefs, religion, rituals and the traditions of the society in 
which the individual survives. The habits and the skills of 
the person depend upon environmental situations permitting 
practice. The individual's kn owledge depends on the 
education he has received, and his social attitudes depend 
on the social situations in which he has participated. 

The environment is effective so far as it appeals 
to some need or interest of the writer and stimulates him to 
react in some way. What shall be effective on the writer and 
stimulates him to react in some way. What shall be effective 
on the writer depends on his heredity, his previous 
experience, his chronological age and his mental age. It is 
practically certain that a large difference in education can 
make a considerable difference in thinking process. It is fairly 
certain that both biographical and environmental 
circumstances are potent factors in causing writers to differ 
in the ability of their literary expressions. 

The writer sometimes resists and sometimes takes 
the environment for granted. In order to survive he resists 
the environment in many ways, for there are many ways in 
which the environment is hostile or unfavorable. Sometimes 
the writer runs away from something in the environment 
avoiding it rather than exactly resisting it; but escape and 
resistance are simply two ways of dealing with the 
unfavorable things in the environment. Sometimes the writer 
needs and gets stimulated from the environment to clear him 
up and activate him. Without any stimulation he would lapse 
into a dormant state. So writer's nature ofliterary expressions 
can be determined by his resisting and using certain 
environmental forces to ensure his survival and continued 
activities. William Shakespeare exhibits the influences of 
the environment in his great creations. The prevailing 
environmental circumstances suited to his heroes and the 
nature of his work closely related to courts, kingdoms, 
Dukedoms, warriors, military heroes and monarchs. 

Nature ofliteracy expressions is to determined by 
the surroundings in which writer's psyche develops in 
reference to the obstacles, possibilities, adoptions and 
attractions offered by the social relations of that environment. 
After all literary expressions get their source from the 
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biographical and environmental circumstances. These literary 
expressions of a writer are essentially creative and their 
products have the stamp of his perception. Sometimes a 
literary artist steps- out to create a different word through 
his literature expressions. It is not this tangible and material 
world but the painted one is glowing affective colours. The 
artist visualizes it o make up for the shortcomings of the 
existing world. Thus the writer finds a new level of 
accomplishment. Thus different writers under different 
mental processes give different experiences of life. 

Thus literary works of the writers can be taught 
efficiently if the roots of their literary expressions are dug 
out from their biographical and environmental circumstances 
and burden of cheap-notes can be removed at some extent. 
As study of writer's environmental and biographical 
circumstances in the context ofliterature teaching is essential. 
It helps the students as well as the teacher in preparing his 
own guidelines in understanding a particular literary work. 

Dr. A run Kumar Joshi 
Lecturer in English, Govt Dungar College, Bikaner 

ELT TERMINOLOGY 
LI First language 
L2 Second language 
MT Mother Tongue 
EAP English for academic purposes 
EGP English for General Purposes 
EFL English as a foreign language 
ELT English language training or teaching 
ESL English as a second language 
ElL English as an International Language 
LEP Limited English Proficiency 
ESP English for specific purposes 
NNT Non-native language 
ESOL English for speakers of other languages 
TEFL Teaching (of) English as a foreign language 
TESL Teaching (of) English as a second language 
SLAM Second Language Acquisition Methodology 
TElL Teaching of English as a International Language 
CALL computer assisted language learning 
IELTS International English Language Testing System 
TESOL Teaching (of) English to speakers of other languages 
TOEFL Test of English as a Foreign Language 

® ® ® 
The teacher to a student: Conjugate the verb "to 
walk" in simple present. 
The student: I walk. You walk. 
The teacher interrupts him: Quicker please. 
The student: I run. You run. 
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ICT AND TEACHING OF 
ENGLISH 

Teaching is a unique, interesting and 
nice task for a teacher. Of course every 

teacher likes to do it better but it is not sure whether the 
teaching and learning process will be effective in the 
classroom. How could a teacher makes it effective in the 
class? 

Teaching and learning process in the class can be 
made effective through the use of !CT. Now the question is 
what is ICT? !CT means Information, Communication and 
Technology. 

Information means the data or piece ofknowledge 
which is valuable for the pupils. More information makes 
you more knowledgeable . Communication means 
transmission of information from one person to other. This 
may be one sided or two sided. The two sided communication 
is more healthy than one sided. Interaction between teacher 
and class is a good example of communication. The media 
is the example of communication e.g. Newspaper, Magazine, 
Radio, T. V. etc. We know that Technology plays an important 
role in our life. Mobiles, computers, projectors, slides etc. 
are some of the examples of modern technology. 
How to make effective Teaching of English 

• Collect important and valuable information of 
the subject from print or electronic media. It is important 
that you should accumulate information. 

• Develop the skill of communication while 
teaching the subject matter in the class. This skill can be 
developed by using computer, LCD Projector and multimedia 
device. The exercise and practice of teaching of skill make 
us a perfect teacher. A teacher should be careful about speech, 
pitch, body posture stimulus variation etc for effective 
communication. 

• Use technical device while teaching. The modem 
technology is interesting for the students. Teacher should 
collect and use electronic media like DVD, Pen drive, SD 
Card etc for the teaching of English. It helps a teacher to 
show text, voice, graphical presentation, video clipping etc. 

Thus teacher must know and use ICT to make the 
teaching of English effective. 

_, 

M. L.Jangid 
Lecturer, lASE, Bikaner 



TECHNOLOGY IN TEACHING LANGUAGE SKILLS FOR TEACHERS 

As the season spring sprinkles the life 
in old and life less plants and earth brings 
out it's essence in full bloom. Technology 
plays the same nurturing role in teaching and 
learning language skills. The root word in 
Language is 'Lingua' which means a speech 
first and writing follows it. Technology 

discloses all active possibilities hidden in our language skills 
.It offers an interactive learning which is fully enjoyable for 
the facilitator and the learner. The present research paper is 
a first hand survey of USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN 
TEACHrNG LANGUAGE SKILLS. The target group is 
Teachers ofEnglish ofGujarat state at secondary and higher 
secondary Level .The mode of interaction is Training and 
School visits after training. It's very well quoted by an 
educationist " The teacher is a mirror in which the society 
gets reflected, He must know how to sharpen his skills to 
walk with the modem man, He wins if he moves the mountain 
of technology on his last finger and he is lost if he moves 
chalk sticks on black boards." The quote is itself a useful 
note that notes that a teacher should open to receive the 
modern technology and he should have value for past but he 
should not just pass through the past, He should have or he 
should develop skills to create to creative generation and 
for that he must be friendly with Technology. 

Technology as an opportunity opener 
for teachers:-

Education is a social process by which knowledge 
is transferred to students through the intermediaries, the 
teachers. It can be had from non-formal and formal systems 
of Education. All formal systems are based on the classroom 
teaching." the destiny of India is being shaped in her 
classrooms" has been rightly pointed out by the Indian 
Education Commission(IEC- I 964-66) and to that it may be 
safely to add that the destiny of these classrooms is being 
shaped by the teachers. According to American Commission, 
the quality of the nation depends upon the quality of its 
citizens. The quality of its citizens depends ,not exclusively 
,but in critical measure upon the quality of their education 
.The quality of education depends more upon the teachers 
.Humayan Kabir rightly said once ,"Without good teachers 
even the best of system is bound to fail and with good 
teachers even the defects of system can be large1y overcome" 
The teacher is a flywheel of the whole educational machine. 
Technology provides lot of opportunities to teachers to be 
well informed and effective in classrooms. It develops over 
all personality of a teacher. Technology allows teachers to 
use his hands, heart and mind. The present texts books and 
Functional approach demands lot of technical skills from 
teachers. 

The jo_urney from structural Approach to 
Functwna( Approach 

In past we used to take help of Grammar translation 

method .In this method the rules and structures were focused 
and exercises were given to check out whether rules were 
learnt properly or not. That was a mechanical process for 
both a teacher and a taught. No use of Listening, Speaking 
,analyzing, recalling, understanding editing were involved. 
The teacher had to depend upon some rules and examples 
and a hard chalk stick and poor black board would give him 
satisfaction that he did his best of efforts " TO TEACH 
THE WHOLE CLASS" but with the entry of Functional 
Approach The calm sleep and the sweet dreams of teachers 
were some what disturbed. The functional Approach focuses 
on the functions oflanguage and they are Greeting, Thanking, 
Advising, Inquiry, responding etc. These functions allow 
interaction in class rooms. The teacher's role is of a facilitator 
over here and he allows the whole class to take part in 
learning process, it allows use of cell phones, computers, 
tape recorders, language labs and authentic material. It 
develops language skills of both the teacher and the learner. 

The current textbooks highlight the use of 
Technology in Class rooms 

It's always difficult to accept any small single 
change in life. 

From past journey to present race ,from primitive 
man to modern man we see lot of changes in life style, in 
developing marketing concepts, in maintaining relation 
ships, in thinking process, and in education. Think of 
Upnisad time when the Guru with his voice and the shisya 
with his attentive mind and attentive ears set close to discuss 
various aspects of teaching .The same guru with lot of 
information with modern techniques sit in a language lab 
and initiates the process of learning Communication skills 
in English. Both the pictures the past and the present have 
their own strengths and weaknesses. But one must agree 
with me that to walk with the global world the technical 
skills are essential for both the facilitator and the learner. 
The current text books of English at secondary and higher 
secondary and at under graduate, at post graduate level in 
each faculty is designed in such a manner that demands a set 
of technical skills, for instance the course in communication 
skills in English for Engineering, Nursing, Marketing and 
courses available on this campus are proofs that now no 
more theoretical aspects will work in classrooms butonly 
Functional approach and technical skills will be required to 
shape the techno generation .In class 8- how to use modern 
equipments, Saving natural resources in class 9 an art of 
talking on Phones, In class I 0 -learning listening and 
speaking through Television , In class I I use of computer 
In class I 2 there are lessons high lighting the computer 
skills, use of internet and opening e mail account and in 
higher studies we do have chapters on e learning, CALL, 
ELT and Technology ,All these support the role of 
Technology in teaching and Learning in general and Teaching 
and learning English in Particular. These courses demand 
lot of preparation from teachers' part, it is really a challenge 
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for teachers to learn technical skills. 
How technology can sharpen language 
skills and what are the ways for that:-
In present era learning technical skills is essential for any 
teacher as it is full of information, it provides you an active 
participation, it saves your time and energy, it creates 
attractive learning packages, It allows to correct one's own 
learning, it sharpens the hidden talents .There are certain 
ways to keep in touch with technology as it follows: 

Learning Centres:-
( I) In present time there are lot of books available 

on teaching technical skills for instance' Methods and 
Approaches in Teaching Eng! ish," Developing 
communication skills in English' one may get through it 
and update himself or herself, the number oflearners learning 
technical skills by books is very less as 5% says the survey. 
but there's slight confusion for where to practice those skills 
and how to get first hand experience of those skills. 

(2) Joining professional institutes for technical 
courses may help the learners to grasp the technical skills in 
languages but that demands passions, time, energy and 
financial support. The survey says only 20% oflearnersjoin 
such courses on the base of compulsion only . That does not 
work for mass. 

(3) Get training by experts in this area would seem 
a great opportunity but that's out of reach for common man. 
only high class gets involvement in this area for whom either 
a company or his own high bank balance pays it. They are 
again in less numbers, the survey says it is I 0% only. 

(4) Government Agencies for these courses are 
in great demand nowadays. They give material to read, tasks 
to perform, less fee is charged and there's a possibility to 
have experts in this area who can guide the learners, but 
these courses more or Jess run for government employees 
or they can involve only some students, the survey says 
there is no research available on what they have actually 
learnt in these courses and have they really implemented 
those skills in their profession or not, Whether they have 
used those skills in their career or not. Survey says 75% of 
employees get through these training but there is hardly any 
learning output is gained as it's a mechanical, compulsory 
process for employees and it's job providing factor for 
students so there is hardly any learning takes place. 

(5) Learning from friends and colleagues is a way 
to get in touch with the technical skills but that depends 
upon the inner urge and circumstances in which the learner 
is trapped. The survey says that it is only 5% 

(6) Learning from specially designed institutes: 
It seems up to now that it is almost difficult and 

tire some task to learn to use technology in teaching and 
learning language skills but there's not only a small ray of 
hope but I can say with my experience of working as a 
resource person at a state level that after 4 years in this field 
of Training and research and after training 500 teachers of 
the state it's a fact that specially designed institutes like 
DISTRICT CENTRES OF ENGLISH, sponsored by 
MHRD, implemented by EFLU, Hyderabad , supported by 
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DIETs and HMPIETR, Vallabh Vidyanagar have successful 
story to share with this audience. The other institutes do 
play active roles and they are as follosws in which the 
research fellow has worked and it continues 
STTI,Gandhinagar,DIETs ofGujarat, GCERT,Gandhinagar, 
District Centres for English all of them with number of 
other institute play an active role to explore learning language 
skills technical!;'. 
The role OJ District Centre for English for 
developing teaching language sktlls with 
latest technology:-

District Centre for English has been established 
on December 1,2005. It trains 

Teachers of English at secondary and higher 
secondary level. It organizes 

four programmes 
1. Ten-day orientation programme: This 

programme is compulsory for all teachers. This programme 
focuses on Listening ,Speaking, Reading, Writing, literature, 
Language learning and Teaching skills, Grammar, Study 
skills, Vocabulary, Text book analysis, testing analysis. 
Teachers are gifted a set of interactive book kit, they are 
distributed in different groups and with highly qualified and 
trained experts with USE OF TARGET LANGUAGE 
ENGLISH the teachers are trained in modem class rooms 
with language lab, computer Jabs, Television, tape recorders, 
over head projectors. 

2. School visit programme: To know the efficacy 
of training in real classrooms the resource persons keep 
visiting the schools and teachers after completing the 
training. The resource persons do give a demonstration lesson 
in each school, they interact direct with learners, principal, 
staff and the trained teachers. They found out areas to be 
focused more. 

3. Need Based programme: After school visits 
the teachers are recalled gradually for their special needs in 
particular areas and they are trained from 2 to 4 days for 
those specific skills the lasts Neecl-based programme was 
on 19 and 20, January, 2009 which focused use of computers 
in Teaching interaction in English in class rooms. Teachers 
create materials for their classrooms in groups with help of 
modern technology . 

4. Certificate in The Teaching of English at 
Secondary levei-CTE course: This a full year contact cum 
correspondence course which develops all skills of teachers 
,the set of 27 assignments are written and submitted by 
teachers, exam is conducted by EFLU, Hyderabad which 
involves oral test too. 

OUTPUT 
After training 500 teachers and visiting 50 schools 

the research fellow is of the opinion that these training 
institut-tl~work hard to get effective result in Teaching 
language skills in English with latest technology available 
and it gets a positive response, the statistic says 80% result 
is achieved and the smile of learners say it is possible to 
have 100% in this area. 

KAJAL BHARATKUMAR RAO 
Resource person, DCE, Anand (Gujrat) 

® 



LEARNERS' GARDEN 

My friend-group in a cool domain 
Where fun and jokes always remain 

Shruti and Somi have fantastic style 
Vimla and Rajshree have sweet smile 

Jigyasa and Sunita gives frequent answers 
Ritu is example of innocence 

Monika lives is sweet house 
Dhanu is our mickey mouse 

Ambika is our Fanny brand 
Dolley keep book in her hand 

Sheeba says, "Mera Jaisa Koi Nahi" 
Meenakshi and Madhu 

"Aati school kabhi nahi" 
and Ankita are our Economics master 

Divya Di finds solution to all disaster 
Our class teacher makes us sincere 

And about we two sisters 
We love our friends very much 

as we appear. 
-Jyoti and Madhulika Shekhawat (XI E) 

9¥&~re~ 
• An application was for employment. 

• A program was aT. V. show. 
• A Cursor used profanity. 

• A keyboard was of piano. 
• Memory was something that you loose with age. 

• C. D. was a bank account. 
• Log on was adding wood to a tire. 

• Hard drive was a long trip on a fire. 
• A mouse pad was where a mouse lived. 

• Cut- you did with a pocket knife. 

§/UY fiJed rd¢ft 
To your enemy- Forgiveness 
To your opponent- Tolerance 
To a child- A good example 
To a mother- Obedience 
To yourself- Good conduct 
To all men- Charity 

To a father- Respect 

• Paste- you did with gum 
• A web is a spider's home. 

• And a virus was the flu. 
Monika Shekhawat (XIE) 

Dolly Rathore (XIE) 

#mfwdanc~oj}~ 
The great general Nepolean Bonapart 

had a very large army. Once a swiss wanted 
to join his army but he didn 't know French. 
As he was physically fit he was recruited . .._ ___ ;......J 

After two years service Nepolean came on 
visit. As he usually asked three questions in the same 
sequence-

!. For how many years have you been in my army? 
2. In how many campaigns have you participated? 
3. How old are you? 
As the Swiss was not good at French. His friends helped 

him and taught him only the answers in the sequence
!. Two years, sir. 
2. In all the three. 
3. Twenty five years, sir. 
The general came and all the soldiers were standing in 

a row. But the Swiss was still muttering something. At last 
the general approached him and asked the questions but 
sequence was changed-

!. How old are you? 
The swede answered confidently- Two years sir. 
2. In how many campaigns have you participated? The 

swede said proudly, "In all the campaigns, sir" 
2. For how many years have you been in my army? 
3. He replied, "Twenty five years, sir" 
All the soldies and general couldn't help laughing. 

The bewildered swiss soldier was looking at them unaware 
of the mistake. 

Swati Sankhala (XI E) 

:if1:11~ 
It lies within each of us 
Yet, it is difticult to find 
It gives smile to a face 
Sweet memories to a mind. 

It is something that makes us live 
At every moment of our life 

It says that be positive 
Gives us ray of hope 
It makes us creative 
We can 't buy it on any shop 

It lies in any beggar 's heart 
Tells about his ailing health 

If you think you don't have 
Fashionable clothes 
Think about that person who is living 
Happily without clothes 

Jaishree Raj put (XI E) 
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~§ack 
·:· There is no butter in "Butterm ilk". 
·:· There is no acid in Carboli c acid, it is chemical based. 
•:• "Pineapple" is neither a pine nor an ap:1lc, it is a berry. 
·:· Arabic numbers are not exactly Arabi c Hindi scholars 

were the first to use them. 
·:· "Banana oil" is not derived from banan<t . 

It is a chemical distillate of coal. 
·:· The funny bone is not a "bone" it is 

instead of a nerve. 
•:• A "shooting star" is not a star. it is a 

meteor burning in the earth 's 
atmosphere. 

·:· "Black Gum" is not black, it one of the whitest wood. 

We have a big heart 
Di vya Di is our sweet heart 

Someone choose bright 
Someone choose white 

But heart choo e the right 
Heart love and hate 

Shahnaz Bano 

But it always th in · fo r mate 
Heart ha es someone 
Heart lo\·es omoone 

But Heart i in e\·eryone 

Jyoti & Moni ka Shekh awat (XI E) 

<e~~a.<Ytlwtf~ 
If a child lives with criticism 

He learns to condemn. 
If a child lives with hostility 

He learns to fight. 
If a child lives with ridicule 

He learns to be shy. 
If a child lives with shame 

He learns to feel guilty. 
If a child lives with tolerance 

He learns to be patient. 
If a child lives with encouragement 

He learns confidence. 
If a child lives with praise 

He learns to appreciate. 
If a child lives with fairness 

He learns justice. 
If a child lives with security 

He learns to have faith. 
If a child lives with approval 

He learns to like himself. 
If a child lives with acceptance 

He learns to find love in the world. 

• It has key that opens no locks, space but no room, and 
you can enter but not go in. What is it? ( keyboard ) 

• No top or bottom but it can hold flesh, bones and 
blood all at the same time. What is it? ( ring) 

• Light as a feather, there is nothing in it and even the 
strongest man can't hold it? What is it? (breath) 

Monika Shekhawat XIE 
School visit - Govt. \ 1aharani Girls' Senior Secondary School, Bikaner 

ELT JOKES 
A: I have the perfect son. 
8: Does he smoke? 
A: No, he doesn 't. 
8: Does he drink whiskey? 
A: No, he doesn 't. 
8: Does he ever come home late? 
A: No, he doesn 't. 
8: I guess you really do have the perfect son. How old is he? 
A: He will be six months old next Wednesday. 

® ® ® 
A man goes to the doctor and says , -ooctor, wherever 
I touch, it hurts." 
The doctor asks, "What do you mean?" 
The man says, "When I touch my shoulder, it real ly hurts . If ! touch 
my knee- OUCH! When I touch my forehead. it really, really hurts." 
The doctor says, "I know what's wrong v.ith you - you ·ve broken 
your finger! " 

® ® ® 
Patient: Doctor! You 've got to help me! Nobody ever listens to me. 
No one ever pays any attention to what I have to say. 
Doctor: Next please! 

® ® ® 
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Two boys were arguing when the teacher entered the room. 
The teacher says, "Why are you arguing?" 
One boy answers, "We found a ten dollar bill and decided to give it 
to whoever tells the biggest lie." 
"You should be ashamed of yourselves," said the teacher, "When I 
was of your age I didn ' t even know what a lie was." 
The boys gave the ten dollars to the teacher. 

® ® ® 
Headmaster: I've had complaints about you, Johnny, from all your 
teachers. What have you been doing? 
Johnny: Nothing, sir. 
Headmaster: Exactly. 

® ® ® 
A: Hey, man! Please call me a taxi. 
8 : Yes, sir. You are a taxi . 

A: Why are you crying? 
B: The elephant is dead. 
A: Was he your pet? 

® ® ® 

8: No, but I'm the one who must dig his grave. 
® ® ® 



PROJECTION PRINCIPLE AND TEACHING VOCABULARY 

Teaching a language requires not only 
the working knowledge of that particular 
language but also of ' language' as such. I 
don't intend to say that those who do not 
know linguistics can not teach a language. 
Far from it. I would like to say that 
knowledge of linguistics is an additional 

weapon in the teacher's armory. Knowledge of linguistics 
deepens and broadens the teacher's views of language and 
he/she will be able to understand the problems of the student 
in a better way. Above all, linguistics teaches the organization 
and patterning of languages. It provides one with the 
philosophy of language and the method of teaching will 
necessarily vary in accordance with the teacher's philosophy 
oflanguage. This paper is an attempt in that direction. This 
paper aims to look at teaching vocabulary from the viewpoint 
of Chomsky's Projection Principle. 

In our system, vocabulary is not given the 
importance syntax is given. In India, 'grammar' means syntax 
and nothing more than that. In the traditional grammar books, 
one can find this very clearly. The book will invariably start 
from 'the parts of speech' and immediately go on to syntax. 
Phonetics, phonology and morphology are not given their 
due place at all. That is one of the major reasons why our 
standards are pathetic in the majority of the cases. Wrong 
pronunciations and wrong use of words are the order of the day. 

As a student and teacher of English, I know very 
well that this is the case in most ofthe schools and colleges. 
This situation will not change unless we change our idea of 
grammar. Right now, our notion of grammar is very reductive 
and incomprehensive. If grammar teaching should be 
comprehensive and fruit bearing, they should include the 
following categories 'phonetics, phonology, morphology, 
syntax, semantics and pragmatics' and not just syntax alone. 

Grammar translation method paled down in India 
and communicative language teaching method started 
replacing it by and by because of our changed perspective 
on language and its function . Gone are the days where a 
language was thought to resemble another ideal language. 
In the san1e way, this change i.e. the change in our idea of 
grammar should take place. Unless our idea of grammar is 
expanded to cover its full spectrum, it will not give us the 
desired result. Chomsky, an American linguist, claims (with 
solid reasons) that children seem to have an innate 
predisposition for learning languages. He calls it "universal 
Grammar". In the last three decades, so much of research 
has been done on UG and a lot of universals have been 
proposed. Chomsky's stance is further strengthened by the 
advancement in genetics and biology. Ethologists claim that 
animals seem to have innate predisposition which need the 
right physical environment to be actualized. Every animal 
species possesses a repertoire of behaviours. It will be 
illuminating to quote Anthony Stevens in this regard 

This behavioural repertoire is dependent on 
structures which evolution has built into the central nervous 
system ofthe species. Ethologists call these structures innate 
releasing mechanisms, or IRMs. Each IRM is primed to 
become active when an appropriate stimulus-called a sign 
stimulus-is encountered in the environment. When such a 
stimulus appears, the innate mechanism is released, and the 
animal responds with a characteristic pattern of behaviour 
which is adapted, through evolution, to the situation. Thus 
is mallard duck becomes amorous at the sight of the 
handsome green head of a mallard drake, the green head 
being the sign stimulus which releases in the duck's central 
nervous system the innate mechanism responsible for the 
characteristic patterns ofbehaviour associated with courtship 
in the duck.(Sl-52) 

Chomsky's theory of universal grammar gains 
greater momentum from the evidences we get from other 
disciplines. His ideaof'Principles and Parameters' is of great 
import in establishing his theory of UG Geoffrey Poole 
observes, "The idea is that the principles of Universal 
Grammar account for the respects in which all languages 
are the same ... . Parameters,, on the other hand, are intended 
to capture certain ways in which languages differ."(l3-14) 

Chomsky's theory of universal gran1mar thus helps 
us understand the similarity and similarity behind the 
dissimilarity among the languages of the world. Projection 
Principle is one of the principles (similarities) proposed in UG 

Projection principle: 
All the arguments of a lexical item should be 

present in the syntax. To put it in simple words, the lexical 
item decides what sort of sentence it will take. For instance, 

Ill-formed well -formed 
• He snored Raju He snored loudly 
• He hit He hit the ball 
• Ravi presented me Ravi presented me a pen 

All the ill-formed sentences are ill-formed 
precisely because they violated the projection principle. The 
verb 'snore' is an intransitive verb and it has only one a-role 
(thematic role). Thematic role is nothing but the semantic 
role that the lexical item assigns to the DPs. for instance, the 
verb 'defeat' has two a-roles i.e. agent a-role and patient a
role, e.g. Pal (agent a-role) defeated Peter (patient a-role). 
If the verb is not able to assign the two a-roles, it becomes 
ungrammatical as in 'he defeated'. In the sentence 'he snored 
Raju', Raju has not been given any a-role as the verb is 
incapable of giving one. Thus the sentence violates a
criterion. In the second sc:ntence 'he hit', the verb 'hit' has 
two a roles and it is not able to give one a-role as there is no 
object. So once again there is a violation of a-criterion. And 
in the last sentence 'Ravi presented me', the verb 'presented' 
has three a-roles but in this sentence it is not able to assign 
all the a-roles. It leads once again to the violation of a
criterion. a-criterion can be defined, in plain terms, as the 
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rule which determines the company words keep. In essence, 
a verb like 'present' will take two objects where as 'run' will 
not. Thus the verb decides the nature of sentence. V.J.Cook's 
remarks are relevant here: 

The theory emphasizes the lexicon; speakers know 
what each word in the language means, and how it is said; 
they also know how it behaves syntactically. The theory 
integrates the syntactic description of a sentence with the 
properties of the lexical item via the projection principle 
which requires the syntax to accommodate the characteristics 
of each lexical item. The lexical entry is said to project onto 
the syntax. The lexical specifications of the word ensure that 
the syntax has a particular form. This is summed up in a 
central principle of GB, the projection principle. (I 0-11) 

To make it clearer, let us look at the following 
examples from English. 

• Ill-fom1ed: What Babu did was like this statue. 
Well-Formed: What Babu did was destroy the statue. 

Even though both the sentences have the same 
structure, the first one is ill formed and the second is well 
formed. The reason for this can not be syntactic. The reason 
for this is that the verb 'like' assigns a particular 8-role to 
the subject where as the verb 'destroy' assigns a different 8-
role. Let us look at the following sentences: 

Babu ( experiencer 8-role) liked this statue. 
Babu (agent 8-role) destroyed the statue. 
The sentence 'What Babu did was like this statue' 

is wrong because the verb ' like' cannot assign an agent 8-
role to the subject. It seems that only a verb which assigns 
an agent 8-role to the subject can have this 'what x did was' 
kind of sentences. 

From the above examples, it would have become 
very clear that lexical items play a major role in determining 
the nature of sentences. If that is the state of affairs, one 
cannot accord teaching vocabulary a marginal place in 
language teaching curriculum. Any methodology of language 
teaching is influenced by the philosophy of language the 
theorist holds and this notion is put forth by the writer 
because ofthe influence of the linguist Noam Chomsky who 
revolutionized linguistics and made every other field take 
note of linguistics. The projection principle states that all 
the arguments of the lexical items should be present in the 
syntax. That's why it becomes essential to reconfigure our 
teaching methodology and assign a greater place of 
importance to teaching vocabulary. I hope this article will 
flag off a change in the methodology of language teaching. 

Elamparithy. S 
Assistant Professor ofEnglish,Jain Vishva Bharathi 

University, Ladnun, Rajasthan. 

Boo ks referred to: 
• Cook, VJ. Chomsky's Universal Grammar. New York: Black well publishers, 

!989, • Stevens, Anthony. Jung A Very Short Introduction. OUP, !994, 

HOW TO WRITE A 
PARAGRAPH 

At the initial stage of writing a 
paragraph, think carefully and organize your 
ideas before you actually begin writing. 

The following steps are required to 
ensure better writing of a paragraph. 

• Think ahead carefully before you proceed to write. It would 
be better you think twice and write accordingly. Ask 
yourself what you are going to answer in this paragraph, 
how you are going to make this paragraph interesting and 
what facts can be stated to support this topic. 

• Write enough to remember simply why and how of writing. 
• Collect the facts related to the topics. Write down whatever 

that helps you answer the question. 
• Frame your own ideas: Think of other ideas that may be 

included. Why should any one be interested in such a topic? 
Why this particular topic holds significance. 

• Find the main idea of your paragraph: Choose the key 
sentence in your paragraph. Mark it as a most important 
point. Hold on to this point till the end. 

• Organize your facts: Organize your facts and ideas to 
develop your ideas in a logical sequence. Find the best 
way to tell your reader possibly, is to protect your 
viewpoint. Support your argument with proper justification. 
Decide upon which ideas supports the main idea. 

Dayamani Surya 
Project Associate, District Centre Scheme, 

EFL University,Hyderabad 

SHALL I CALL THEE MY MENTOR? 
Shall I call thee my mentor? 
Guide saviour or motivation centre? 
Taught me the new meaning of life; 
Showed me the new sources of light. 
Sang me the songs of delight, 
Made me aware of the colours 
That are bright. 

Trained me that life must be saved, 
As it is the gift of God, vouchsafed. 
Provided me the pneuma and nector 
Precious bounties of the Esteemed Benefactor. 
Commanded and convinced me; 

"Be happy and bright, 
Have faith and do the right. 
At the morrow's advent 
All will be fine and decent." 

• Krishnaswamy eta!. , Modern Linguistics. New Delhi: OUP, 2005 . •!• •!• •!• 
• Krishnaswamy eta!., Modern Applied Linguistics. New Delhi: Macmillan, 1 __________ .:.__:._.:._ _________ -1 
2006, • Poole Geoffrey. Syntactic theory. New York: Palgrave Publishers, Every person has two education- one which he receive from 

2002
_ others, and one, more important, which he gives to himself. 
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JIERSPECTIVES ON SECOND LANGUAGE LEARNING AND TEACHING 

Learning is a life long process. We have learnt so many 
things and have been learning. This mechanism oflearning 
becomes altogether automatic at an early period oflife, and 
can be performed irrespective of attention . But what in fact 
the real Learning consists of is an issue that has tormented 
the minds of all-Behaviorists, Cognovits and Psychologists. 
Generally we take it for granted as we breathe and have 
very little awareness and understanding on exactly how 
learning takes place. 

Language Learning 
Languages are taught in classrooms. Often they are also 

'caught' outside the classroom. We come across people, who 
have never been to school, speaking several languages 
fluently. Perhaps the most marvelous thing about life is our 
ability to process language at lightning speed. Most children 
acquire adequate competence in their Mother Tongue (L 1) 
within the age of five. They enjoy and feel no strain at all. 
How do they manage this miracle? The same students feel 
difficulty while learning second language in spite of having 
trained subject teachers. 

Generally teaching and learning are considered the two 
sides of the same coin. If the teacher teaches, the students 
learn . It is considered just like selling and buying. If A sells 
something to B, B necessarily buys it. But the fact is, as Dr. 
Prabhu says, that the students often don't Jearn what the 
teacher teaches. They learn more or less than what the teacher 
teaches. What is done within the somewhat restricted sphere 
of a class, sometimes the students don't learn at all. There 
are other learners who seem to Jearn only what the teacher 
teaches. 

Language learning is a complex process. Learning can 
happen with or without the help of the teacher, with or 
without effort, inside or outside the classroom. So learning 
is informal, subconscious, implicit and effortless. 

Teaching, on the other hand, is an organized and 
conscious activity, it is formal, explicit and requires effort. 
It is performed by the teacher who may/may not be aware of 
what his/her students need. It is decided by the authority 
what to teach in the schools, the teacher is just to decide 
how to teach. So the teacher should know what the students 
want to Jearn and when they Jearn as-

• The students learn what they want to Jearn. 
• They learn only when they are ready to Jearn. 
The reasons for failure to learn a second language may 

be attributed to the four major factors-
Learner Factor 

• Lack of Motivation 
• Low self image 
• Unwillingness 
• Failure to see the relevance of their learning 
• Low eE'ectations 

Teacher Factor 
• Low level of professional competence 

• Lack of communication skills 
• Indifference to learners 
• Discouragement 
• Lack of preparation 

Family Factor 
• Level of proficiency of parents/other members in L2 
• Parental support to the learner 
• Parent's level of support with the school/teacher 
• Performance of siblings in the school 

System Factor 
• Lack of clear aims 
• Unrealistic aims 
• Uncomfortable classrooms and heavy syllabuses 
• Inadequacy of time 
• Irrelevant course books 
• Exam system 
Students' need and interest to Jearn should be taken 

into consideration while teaching. The teacher should make 
them realize what s/he is teaching is important for them to 
learn. The students should be motivated to Jearn. 

Each individual learner has his ovm way of processing 
information or approaching a task. The teacher should allow 
them to Jearn of their own pace and have sympathy and 
respect for all. 

Language learners take risks in different ways: some 
students are not ashamed of making mistakes and appearing 
foolish in the process of trying to communicate but some 
have hesitation to communicate. The language friendly 
classroom helps the learners to communicate without any fear. 

lfthe learners commit mistakes, it indicates that a learner 
is actively engaged in the process of learning. The teacher 
should not hurt the students while correcting the learners' 
error. 

The teacher should be well aware of the learners' prior 
knowledge and start teaching what they know. 

The teacher should know that the students are not the 
clean slate. They are the user of at least one language. Second 
language can also be acquired if certain insights from the 
mother tongue context are adopted in the classroom-

• Create exposure to language so that learners have more 
opportunities for communication. 

• Create an informal atmosphere as against the formality 
of an L2 classroom. 

• Encourage learners to focus on the meaning or 
message, not on form. 

• Adopt a tolerant attitude to errors; don ' t hurt the 
students' feeling. 

• Provide an atmosphere where learners are free from 
tension. 

• Respect the learner's freedom to be silent until he is 
ready to communicate. 

• Build up pressure for genuine, real-life 
communication. 

• Interactive tasks or activities like pair work or group 
work should be organized. 
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• The teacher should not impose his views on the 
learners but listen to their views. 

• The child's language development is the result of 
interaction between the innate potential and the amount of 
experience which the child encounters in the environment. 
Role of Teachers' attitude 

The attitude of the teachers, says C. Pail Verghese, 
stands in the way of effective English language teaching in 
India. These attitudes are a legacy of the past and have 
become part of traditional thinking and practice and can be 
overcome only with proper training and motivation. 

L.A. Hill speaks of these attitudes as myths-
• Undue emphasis on the teaching and appreciation of 

English literature 
• Teaching of text books that students cannot easily cope 

with 
• A belief that grammatical analysis helps students write 

better English No student can respond to literature unless s/ 
he has a good command of words and grammatical patterns 
and that the student learns to use the language grammatically 
through guided practice more quickly and easily than by 
theory and analysis. 

Approaches, techniques and methodologies continue 
to be the same old ones. For Instance, lecturing has been an 
age old technique in colleges and universities and teachers 
still adhere religiously to lecturing. They believe that course 
should be more literature-oriented than language-oriented; 
they don't teach students how to speak English; there is 
neither oral nor written work in class; tutorial work is 
neglected; regular periodic tests for the purpose of evaluating 
the progress and achievement of the students are not held. 
The teachers' excuse for the scant attention they pay to 
tutorial work and tests is that classes are large and that 
students do not have any interest in assignments, composition 
exercises and tests. 

What happens in colleges is only an extension of what 
happens in schools. In schools the emphasis is certainly on 
language, and not on literature: yet no effective teaching is 
done. It is mainly the dearth of competent teachers, specially 
trained to teach English as a second- language, and the lack 
of teaching aids and materials that account for the present 
pitiable state of the affairs in schools. The teachers in colleges 
find in this an excuse for their poor handling of English 
classes; they say that the teaching of English in colleges is 
not effective because the school-leavers come to the college 
with little or no English. 

The remedy lies in getting down to grassroots and in 
concentrating on methodologies in the six years- between 
the Fifth Standard and the Tenth Standard. It is desirable 
that English can be taught by secondary school teachers who 
alone need to be trained in English teaching. With the 
availability of trained teachers, new syllabi, properly graded 
for each standard, for the students to proceed gradually from 
simple to difficult and from difficult to more difficult patterns 
of sentences and to learn newer and newer words to improve 
their expressiveness, may be introduced. New methodologies 
with emphasis on the four language skills will have to be 
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initiated both in schools and in colleges . These 
methodologies should depend on techniques that will 
motivate students to learn English and to enjoy learning it. 

What is most needed is a change in the attitude of our 
teachers- a change that will make them aware that lecturing 
is not the only teaching techniques and that unless they are 
teaching literature as such they are teaching English as a 
second-language. This awareness will have to be 
accompanied by their preparedness to employ new 
methodologies, approaches and techniques for imparting 
instruction in the four language skills and for creating in 
students an interest in both English and its literature. 

Reference 

Ram Gopal Sharma 
Chief Resource Person, DCE, Bikaner 

I. Teaching English as a Second Language-C. Paul Verghese 

2. Hnglish Language Teaching- V Sarswathi 

USE OF DICTIONARY 
INELT 

Use of dictionary is a good learning 
strategy and teachers should encourage this in language 
learning. 

An English- English Dictionary is very useful for 
learning English, especially for using words in context and 
good sentences, Fortunately nowadays we have access to all 
kinds of useful dictionaries suitable for every learner's level. 
Books, reading texts which illustrate meaning of words and 
slang in an appropriate way are also very useful for learners. 

Using dictionaries and other reference sources are 
very important for developing study skills and skills of 
locating information, in particular. 

Special attention should be paid to the use of 
monolingual dictionaries as an indispensable tool not only 
for developing students ' range of vocabulary, but raising 
both language and cultural awareness and developing some 
kind of"sense of the English language." Being based on the 
millions of sentences from authentic spoken and written 
language, examples in modern dictionaries help to 
understand the meaning of the word better and deeper. That 
is why dictionary can also be seen as a reference book. 

Teachers can develop different tasks to encourage 
learners to use dictionaries both monolingual and bilingual. 
Besides, the tasks can be based on the information taken 
from dictionaries. Cross-referencing of the dictionaries can 
contribute to devC!oping both L I and L2 as well as learners' 
mediation/translation skills. 

-A dictionary is the best friend of a student. It also 
helps a lot with the student autonomy. 

Something we must do is to teach the students the 
usages of a dictionary and how to look for what they want. 
They'd better use an English to English dictionary. 

Om Prakash Bishnoi 
Senior Teacher (English) GSSS, Sadul, Bikaner 



TWO TI,S TO TEACHERS 

A good teacher always prepares the best 
possible lesson plan before entering in to a 
class. Taking in to consideration the learners' 
style of learning, motivation, interest level 
and back ground knowledge, etc. the teacher 
adopts different teaching tools and strategies 
in the class. I think most important of these 

are brainstorming, questioning, concept checking/checking 
of comprehension, eliciting, going back -to-text, error 
correction, integration of skills, peer correction etc. 

Here, I would like to put some light on error correction 
and peer correction because sometimes I feel, it requires a 
lot of patience and right attitude to transact these two teaching 
strategies, and on the other hand our dear students also tend 
to make mistakes. They need to. The how and why are given 
below: 

I. Error Correction (while Reading) 
How 
•!• Let the students make mistakes. We all learn best 

through making mistakes. Trial and error is the name 
of the game. 

•!• Distribute the question to the whole class. Rephrase 
your question if someone does not understand it. Elicit 
the answer with motherly affection. 

·:· Give the students time to realize they have made mistake 
and try to correct it themselves, allow them to see the 
text/ glossary. If they can't, may be someone else can 
help them. If nobody can help then you can either step 
in and give the correct form or make a note of it for 
later. 

·:· As far as possible correct mistakes anonymously. Do 
this by making notes of students ' mistakes as you 
monitor then putting them on the board later and give 
the students themselves the opportunity to correct them, 
in pairs or sm.all groups. If no one knows the right 
answer, give it to them, but only as a last resort. 
Anonymous error correction is a kind way to deal with 

mistakes. It isn't important who made the mistake originally. 
The point, can the students all correct it? I tend to doctor the 
mistakes so that even the perpetrator doesn't recognize them 
as his/her own. For example: Original error : You must ask 
more money to your father-on the board: You must ask your 
father for more money. · 
Why- · 

It will open their receptivity hence productivity will 
be increased. More learning will take place. 

Mistakes are good things and students need to know 
that they are. I explain like this: Please make lots and lots of 
mistakes in my lessons- new mistakes, mind you, not the 
same old ones over and over. I like mistakes because we can 
learn from them and because if you don't make any I won't 
have a job. If won't have ajob.lfl find a student who doesn't 
make any mistakes in my lesson I will move that student to 

a higher level class, (of course, if possible) because s/he 
obviously isn't learning anything at this leveL 

Learning English is like learning to ride a bicycle- you 
fall off a lot, but you get the hang of it in the end. You will 
make a lot of mistakes but you will be able to communicate 
effectively in the end. Very few people become successful 
international cyclists and the chances are that even though 
you can ride a bike you are not a professional cyclist. Very 
few students reach mother tongue (supposedly error free) 
level but many students learn to communicate very well in 
English in spite of this. You will probably never have error
free English so accept that you will always make mistakes
just try to learn from them and learn to live with your 
linguistic imperfections. 

When a student makes a mistake it is usually counter
productive to say "No! /That is wrong! /Are you serious?? 
How long did you say you have been studying English? Etc. 
It's often kinder to say "Not bad early/ Good try/ That's 
an interesting mistake etc. Liz Regan an exponent of ELT 
opines that "Some say that you shouldn't laugh at students' 
mistakes but I often do. They are often very funny so why 
shouldn't I? I find it breaks the "mistakes taboo" and makes 
linguistic risks and disasters an acceptable part of the 
classroom culture. Students catch on very quickly and we 
have a good giggle together when someone messes up" 

The ability to correct themselves when they make 
mistake is an important one for students to develop. 
Encourage it and give them time to correct themselves- don't 
jump in immediately to correct them, keen though you are 
to prove that you are doing your job. Most students (and 
indeed some teachers) seem to think that it is the teacher's 
job to correct students but this is not necessarily so. Yes, 
teachers can correct their students endlessly but how will 
that help the students when they go out into the big wide 
world- who will be there to correct them then? It's much 
better for the students if they get into the habit of listening 
to themselves when they are speaking and correcting 
themselves as they go along. Obviously they won't be able 
to correct all the mistakes they make but they will be able to 
correct a lot of them. 

II. Peer checking (Post Reading) 
How-
·:· When the students have finished doing an activity on 

their own, put them in pairs or small groups and tell 
them to check their answers together. 

•!• Tell the students that if the answers the same, they are 
probably correct but if they are different they need to 
explain /justify their choice of answer to their partner
in English! They can change their answers if they like. 

Why-
•!• It's a good idea to let the students check their answers 

together before feeding back to the class because it gives 
them the chance to rub out/cross out any glaring errors 
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before the teachers sees and thus avoid looking stupid 
in front of the class. 

•!• If a student hasn't a clue about some of the answers it's 
reassuring to find out that their partner hasn ' t the 
foggiest either. The students realise they are not alone. 
They can also copy their partner's answers (if their 
partner has some that they don't) but their partner might 
not be right! 

•!• Peer teaching is considered a good thing in the world 
of ESL. Peers are equals. So in this case a student's 
fellow classmates. Working together and checking work 
together is a form of peer teaching. This means that 
instead ofthe know-it-all (and or) mother tongue teacher 
always teaching them, the students can teach each other 
(by explaining grammar points, correcting 
pronunciation, explaining new words and phrases etc) 
The beauty of it is that students are all equal to each 
other and are in the same boat, linguistically speaking. 
Wish you a happy experience in your class! 

Neelamadhab Mishra 
Chief Resource Person, DCE, 
NABARANGPUR (ORISSA) 

JOKES IN TEACHING ENGLISH 
~SA SECOND LANGUAGE 

It is of extreme importance that a joke a teacher 
uses in teaching English as asecond language is in some 
connection with the new material the teacher is about to 
introduce- vocabulary and grammar. The joke should be 
relevant to the situation and therefore appropriate to this 
context. The students can use it as a guiding activity to the 
game which follows and at the same time they can relax and 
laugh for a while. In this way their attention becomes 
stronger. a teacher can try to introduce jokes which are closely 
related to the cultural and historical background, giving 
emphasis on the words her students are already familiar with. 
Once this stage is reached she can gradually proceed to 
improving their understanding by various activities. 
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PROJECT WORK 
TOW~RDS LEARNERS AUTONOMY 

Objectives of teaching English in Indian context 
are changing in the course of time. From language 
competence, we aimed at language performance and now 
we think of constructing knowledge and the cognitive 
processes behind the constitution. Thus we aim at making 
the next generation autonomous learners. in constructing 
knowledge and thereby get trained in self! earning. A project 
work in the lower classes can be only controlled activities 
or less controlled but motivating activities towards a full 
scale project. 

A full scale project involves 3 stages: Classroom 
planning, carrying the project, and reviewing and monitoring 
the work. Here the students are encouraged to move out of 
the classroom and into the word, thus bridging the gap 
between language study and language use. Moreover learners 
become responsible for their own learning and use of 
Language and slowly they go independent learners, reaching 
the ultimate aim of teaching -Leamer autonomy. But then 
the socio-cultural background of the learners are to be taken 
seriously before selecting the project work. In an urban 
middle class background the food habits, the entertainments, 
the standard ofliving and even the priorities may differ from 
that of an average or poor village background. So selecting 
topics, motivating- them to use all four language skills, 
creating interest to complete the project, the revision and 
refinement of the product, all steps need care and discretion. 
Project can be short term ones (one or two days) and long 
term ones (one or two weeks or months). Role of the teacher 
is a participant, a coordinator when necessary, a figure in 
the back ground evaluating and monitoring the language 
being used, a motivator and mentor who is affectionate and 
caring. How do we monitor the project work? Though the 
teacher intervention is minimum, in helping to devise the 
proper strategies and the right kind of discourses (questions 
or interviews) to know if they are making progress, to advise 
if their work need improvement, teachers' monitoring is 
crucial. It would be ideal to make a review sheet for each 
student: 

Weekly Review 

Name: 
Class: Date: 
I. Vocabulary learned this week : 
2. Which of these words can I use with confidence: 
3. Which of them do I feel unsure about: 
4. What type of questions are difficult to ask : 
5. Where did I feel that I needed help : 

Teachers can add more review items. 
Scaffolding and remedial work: The review sheets 

will help teachers to find out the needs of the students, where 
they need our guidance, what strategies to be adopted by the 
learners to remedy their problems, what kind of motivation 
is needed etc. Thus project works help the learners to learn 
how to learn and also construct their own knowledge and 
thereby becoming independent learners. 

Ms. Beena Noone 
Principai, GHSS, Azchavattom, Calicut-7 (Kerala) 



IMPORTANCE OF ENGLISH IN INDIA 

"English had become the language on 
which the sun never sets" Crystal 1997:67 

A language is a systematic means of 
communication by the use of sounds and 
symbols. It is the code through which we 
communicate ourselves to others. We learn 
any language through (Listening, Speaking, 

Reading and Writing). A set of linguists who based their 
assumptions of language on Psychology made claims that 
language is nothing but "habit formation". 

The importance of English in growing day by day. It is 
learnt every where because people have found out it is the 
entry card for better pay, advanced knowledge and for 
communication with the entire world. English language 
attracts people because of the wealth of literature and 
knowledge enshrined in it. 

English language learning is becoming popular in India 
because, it is the official language lol' air transport and 
shipping; the leading language of science, technology, 
computers, internet communication, publishing and 
commerce; and a major medium of education, publishing 
and international negotiation. For this reason, scholars 
frequently refer to its latest phase as "World English". 

English as national/ foreign language overlaps with local 
languages in certain spheres of influence and in public 
domains. Those who do not have basic knowledge of English 
cannot obtain quality jobs. They cannot communicate 
effectively with others, and cannot have the benefit oflndia 's 
rich social and cultural life. Men and women, who cannot 
comprehend and interpret instructions in English, even if 
educated are unemployable. Those who recognize that 
learning English is their responsibility to have plenty of 
opportunities. 

The great demand for admission in English medium 
schools throughout the country is testifies to the fact that 
people have a great fascination for English. 
• English is a link language i.e. India is a multilingual 

country. So to establish contacts between the two 
people/ states/ countries. English is the only source. 

• English language is the window to the world. It is a 
library language i.e. we, find vast information in English 
than any other world language. 

• English is the global lingua as it is connecting new 
people different cultures, languages, political and 
economic in our daily/ day to day lives. India has had a 
longer exposure of English than any other country, 
which uses in English as a second language. 

• English medium students are doing better in competitive 
exams, than Non English medium because they have 
more exposure in English as a result they are ready to 
face any challenges that come across in their day to 
day life. As per as the subject knowledge is concerned 
even though Non-English medium students have 
sufficient subject knowledge, they are unable to 

communicate subject in English . Due to lack of 
communication skills they are not getting good 
opportunities em£!oyment. 

How to Master l!.'nglish Language? 
Some basic recommendation to master Eng! ish language are
First, buy a good English Dictionary, for this is the most 
important thing that one needs when learning English. 
Successful English Learners use their dictionaries all the 
time. Second, if you want to improve your speaking and 
writing abilities, read 'the newspapers, magazines etc. and 
while doing that highlight the words you do not know, and 
check them in the dictionary. Third, English plays a dominant 
role in the media. Radio and television are good teachers. 
Listen to the radio, watch Engli sh movies on T.V. and 
especially observe body language. Fourth, talk talk and talk 
in English to anyone at anytime and anywhere, 

For Example 
• A new born baby can't talk at all. It is only after hearing 

people, talking around it. S/he learns to talk. Initially 
the baby will not be able to utter complete sentences. S/ 
he will have to start with simple words, phrases and 
then only s/he will be able to speak complete sentences. 
The same goes with language learning. 

• In life we learn many things through continuous practice 
with leads to develop skill in that particular area. i.e. A 
carpenter acquires the skill of making a good and useful 
furniture only after continuous practice. The same with 
language learning. One can be a good language user 
only after a rigorous practice as practice makes ones 
perfect. 
Finally, learn to go with the flow while enjoying the 

many benefits of learning a new language and even though 
at times it may be frustrating and embarrassing to make 
mistakes, but you will eventually learn to accept them, and 
only when you will focus more on understanding your 
mistakes rather than judging yourself, then you will start to 
become a fluent speaker of English. 

B. Savita 
Chief Resource Person, DCE, 

Mahabubnagar,Andhrapradesh 

DC Journal, District Centre for English, lASE, Bikaner (Rajasthan) 

':o~ 
1t; 
!c-..: 

!L: 



.zc · of 
-_g goo d 

= ~~e are
:.'-e most 

ROLE OF MOBILE IN ENGLISH LEARNING 

We live in age of science, it has become 
a part of our life. About two years before there 
were no mobiles in our areas, but now we 
can see these mobiles in the hand of every 
person. From I 0 to 70 everyone is fond of 
it. About two years before I purchased my 

~-..;;.....:...;.....:...;.....:...~ first mobile, I requested to every mobile 
shopkeeper to provide me a dictionary for my mobile and 
they laughed at me. But now what can be done with mobile 
lets discuss: 

I have experience ofNokia phone of s60 v2 and s60 v3 
only so my descriptions are about o?IY them. For our 
convenience I divide it in some categones 
Study: 

In this category we have MS-Dictionary, Webster 
Dictionary, Abbyy_Lingvo Dictionary, Open Dictionary, 
AED Dictionary, PDF+, iSilo, Mobireader, Repligo,etc 

MS-Dict: The most useful and helpful dictionary in our 
mobile, it has about 20 dictionaries in it. like English Pro, 
Idioms, Concise English, Pocket English, Synonymous, 
English Phrases, Acronymic, Business, Advance. Leamer, 
Thesaurus, English Short, Irregular Verbs, Medtcal, The 
Bible, Wordnet, Collins, British American Culture. It also 
has 50000 sounds, it means it pronouns words also, and you 
can also see phonetic symbols 

Webster : It is also very good dictionary. It has about 
500000 words and 87000 sounds. But pronunciation is in 
American. 

Abby Lingvo: Again a very good dictionary, phonetic 
symbols are available good description of words , but so 
sound 

AED; nice dictionary with large vocabulary but no 
phonetic symbols no sounds 

PDF+ : pdf is the most reliable format on net , most 
probably you will find it on net, PDF+ helps to read these 
files on your mobile 

iSilo : a very good book reader it has dictionary based 
interface we can have wikkipedi a and worldfact books in 
it, We also have pictures in it. 

Mobireader: The best reader on your mobiles. You can 
read our books on it , just scan your book convert with 
mobireader and read it on your mobile. It also has dictionary 
, so you do not need to check it elsewhere in your mo~ile, 
just press 9 go to the word press ok and see the meamng. 
You can also have encyclopedia in it with I 50000 words 
updating daily. 

Repligo : a very good reader but only fo r nokia s60 v2 
, you can read any language book with it because it is in the 
form of image. 

Applications: 
In this category we have many tools like Best Birthday, 

Smart setting, theme DIY, Handyclock, Office suit, these 
are very helpful for us. Best Birthday It helps us to remind 
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us about the birthday of your dear one. Just add date of birth 
in contacts and have alarm. 
Smart setting: It creates a small menu at your tips just press 
one key and run your desired application. 

Theme DIY; create your own themes on your mobiles 
Handyclock: very useful sets alarm for daily workdays 

weekly monthly and yearly. It also tells the the time of five 
countries, shows day night maps, 

Office suit: It is just like office in your computer 

Music: 
This category does not need to be explained, 

Smartmovie is a very good software to watch your videos. 
Do you know friends mobile is also very helpful 

in net surfing. Internet is becoming a part of our daily life. 
This is an ocean of information, Internet connects the whole 
world in a virtual room where all sitting and sharing their 
information with each other. If you have Internet connection 
in your mobile then world is in your hand . So we can 
conclude that these mobiles are very helpful in our 
classrooms, we do not need to take dictionary in our 
classroom, even we can take our books in our mobile. OK 
Friends enjoy. 

Rajender Prasad Mahe 
Lecturer in English, GSSS, 

Jetsar (Sri Ganganagar) 

PAINFUL PARTING 

The effect of yours is so undue 
That the people who feel it are few 
On my memory pages you do dwell 
That I can not sleep well. 
Oh! My life-giving pleasure 
Come back to my treasure 
It's impossible for me 
To be without thee 
Thou art the whole world of mine 
And art my soul's shrine 
It's the memory of thine 
That I feel everytime 
Now it is enough to bear 
The parting of yours my dear 
Please come back to me 
To make me happy and glee 
This is the only thing, I crave for me 

Rakesh Kumar Chotia 
Senior Teacher (English), 

GSS, Rajpura Piperan (Suratgarh) 
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SPOKEN ENGLISH .. SOME COMMON AS'PEC1-s 

Teaching of Englis h as a foreign 
language in countries li ke India where 
English happens to be a tertiary language of 
communication after mother tongue and 
Hindi, is a great challenge for the teachers 
of this language. Most of the teachers of 
English language are unfortunately not so 

proficient in Spoken aspect of language, though they are 
quite at ease while teaching grammar and composition but 
when it comes to spoken English, they find themselves with 
lots of impairments like incorrect accent, imperfect 
intonation , improper pronunciation etc. Most English 
teachers cannot be blamed for their mistakes as they have 
had their education in schools which had teachers who faced 
the similar problems in their time and they passed on their 
imperfect knowledge to the next generation of teachers 
likewise the follies of the past carried on to the present day. 

In an age where the world has become global 
village and Engl ish has acquired an unofficial status of an 
international language, a learner of English expects perfect 
knowledge impartment from a teacher who teaches a 
language like English. 

English teaching specially for Spoken English 
shoufd be followed in a manner which is scientifically and 
practically viable. Linguistic approach must be followed in 
a precise way to make it easy and interesting at the same 
time, easy and innovative approaches techniques must be 
followed by teachers to make the students feel at home with 
a language. The initial common problems related to learning 
like hesitation to speak, incorrect pronunciation and accent 
should be tackled by using various methods by teacher like 
audio-lingual, communication approach, cooperative 
learning, computer aided instructions etc. once the students 
get accustomed of the new words and sentences of a new 
language, they can be taught at a higher level of learning 
like direct method, grammar-translation method, silent way. 

Techniques like loud reading, pronunciation drill, 
group discussion and scene enacting can further enhance 
their learning skills. Lecture giving can polish the students' 
ability of a language. There will be a significant ch:mge if 
all methods and approaches are used systematically by a 
teacher to impart knowledge of spoken English to the 
students. 

A good teacher is good only if s/he has correct and 
updated knowledge of his subject. Teachers must be tested 
from time to time by conducting language workshops and 
seminars related to the subject. Exercises and drills of Spoken 
English should be given to teachers as test so that they keep 
their knowledge updated and fresh. Use of new innovative 
methods is ever welcomed as it helps in creating interest in 
the learners. In modern times updating of mental faculties is 
a must as ' a lame duck is a dead duck'. One must use a 
blend of modern as well as time tested old techniques to 
maintain a level of interest among the students. A teacher 

must set an example in his teaching of Spoken English in a 
manner that infuses keen interest and enthusiasm among his 
students. The teacher can do so only if s/he is perfect in 
using all the methods at his disposal. 

Students at school level learn faster as compared to 
old age students. Focus must be on training the young 
students to obtain better results. By the time, they reach 
college level, they are likely to be well versed in all aspect 
ofEnglish language. 
Phonetics, the most important aspect of spoken English 
should be introduced early in learning so that students can 
learn the correct accent from an early age. English as a 
language is not accomplished until the skills of reading and 
writing are are supplemented by strong knowledge of spoken. 
So the common aspects of spoken English must be given 
utmost impm1ance to make the learners karn the language. 

Ranjit K. Khileri 
Senior Teacher of English,GSS,. 

Railway Crossing. Bikaner 

TEACHER AS A LEARNER 
"One who dares to teach must never 

cease to learn" 
Teaching, the most noble profession, 

demands a lot of effor1s on the part of a 
teacher. One who thinks he knows everything 
knows a little because there is a vast ocean 

=-"-----'..;.....~ of knowledge to go deep and every step we 
move forward. 

Being a language teacher we need consis tent work to 
learn about the various aspect of the language whether it is 
grammar, phonetics or vocabulary and try to find out the 
best ways to enrich the pupils with our experience. It is 
necessaty to consider those village children who come from 
a different background and have little English. 

Generally It is experienced that once a teacher has joined 
the job his aspiration to increase his knowledge in his subject 
gradually decreases and comes to a stature. S/he is hardly 
aware of the new techniques of his subject. · 

If we ask several questions to ourselves, we will come 
to know how much irresponsible we have become to our 
profession. Ask yourself "How many English and Anglo
Indian writers have we read except those we once read during 
our school time. Have we read them for entet1ainment or to 
gain knowledge. Have we ever tried to criticize that work or 
\Hite something better than that." Our answers are mirror to 
our sincerity. 

So start with just one effort, be thirsty. This thirst for 
knowledge will lead us. our students and finally our nation 
to path of success as we are the propagator of the subject/ 
knowledge. 

Shefali Khatri 
Teacher, GUPS, 264 RD, L.unkaransar, Bikaner 
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THE PLACE OF ENGLISH IN INDIA 

The place ofEnglish in the whole array of 
our education has been a subject of intense 
debate which is still existing. No doubt, 
English is a foreign language. A foreign 
language is like a foreign plant which grows 
with great difficulty on the native Soul. 

A child acquire his mother tongue in the 
most natural way. Since he is continually in such atmosphere, 
his language learning is fresh without any obstruction to 
block his way. He learns his mother tongue with ease and 
everything comes to him unconsciously. Every person with 
whom he comes in contact and everything he sees around 
assists in teaching the language. There is no time limit for 
learning mother tongue. The child is round the clock, 
suiTounded by real life situation. 

Learning a foreign language is an artificial process. 
Hardly any intense motivation exists is the learning of any 
foreign language. Learning a foreign language can be 
described "as to acquire a set of new language habit by 
conscious and painful efforts." This points out to the 
importance of taking the teaching- learning of any new of 
language is to the four -wall class room atmosphere. The 
above said principle is applied to the teaching of English. 

Reanalysis of post-Independent India throws light on 
fact that, there were many people who wanted to banish 
English from the country. Consequently the study of English 
is several states was delayed. Even the study ofEnglish was 
made optional. 

This alarming situation started melting down since 
1965. The importance of Engli sh started receiving a 
comfortable place in developing india. English must be 
taught as a compulsory subject of study in school starting 
from class first. Once the foundation is laid in a tender age, 
the difficulty faced by majority of the students can be 
eliminated. There are some people who oppose the 
compulsory""'study of English, taking the difficulty level in 
to consideration. The solution to the problem lies not in 
avoiding English but in creating greater motivation on the 
part of students to leam it. Teachers concerned, should follow 
modern techniques of language teaching. 

Its universally acknowledged that Engli sh is the store
house of knowledge. It is rich in literature of all kinds
humanities, technological, scientific, medical. agricultural , 
legal etc. It is desirable for a person who wants to excel in 
any human activity to know English and to enable the reading 
of books pertaining to one's field of specialization. This is 
in tum opens an all round chances for employment. Hence 
the study of English is indispensible. 

English being such an important language is in a 
deplorable state in our country especially at the school level. 
The following comment by Prof. V.K. Gokak sums up very 
aptly the deplorable condition of teaching ofEnglish is India. 
He says, 

"The teaching of English in our schools is in a chaotic 
state today. Pupils are taught English for about six periods 
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a week for & six years. But it has been estimated that they 
hardly know 150 words by the time they join a university. 
This means that they have hardly been able to learn English 
words at the rate of one word per period. They do not know 
how to use the commonest structures of English." 

Deterioration ofthis situation can be applied to lack of 
clear cut policy. Till now there is no clear cut policy from 
the part our govt. regarding the proper execution of the 
language. In ce11ain states it is no longer essential for a 
student to pass in English to get through the High school 
examination. Thus, students are not serious about the study 
of English. 

An average teacher of English seldom pays attention 
to the components of teaching the language. The focal point 
of teaching is exam oriented. To master the skills of the 
language is the need of the hour, All the four skills- Reading 
writing, speaking and listening needs equal importance. The 
knowledge of phonology, semantics are beyond question. 
Awareness of phonetics and linguistics is an assets to all 
teachers who is really interested in guiding students towards 
their learning of English. We feel sympathetic towards the 
present trend of appointing teachers to teach English, who 
haven't opted for English in their training. It's a wrong 
conception that any graduate can teach English till secondary 
classes. 

A majority of teachers teaching English in schools are 
not equipped with the new developments in the teaching of 
the language. Personal interest of teachers to abreast 
themselves with new developments is always advisable. 
Emphasis on pre-service and in-service progran1mes will of 
course alleviate this sort of negligence. Refresher courses 
should be mranged for the in-service teachers of English. 
The effort taken by CIEFL (Hyderabad) is highly 
recommendable. Books published by the same and NCERT 
should be introduced in schools. The above discussed belong 
to the best available lot. 

There is no denying the fact that we still hold on to the 
age old method of teaching- the translation method. This 
trend is condemned as wasteful. This hamper the practice 
of speaking skill, which is given a prominent place is teaching 
a language always. As a result students are deprived of 
forming any language habits. Its high time to decry on 
negligence to this skill which is very essential among the 
four skill of teaching of English. 

In the modern world it is retention capacity which is 
commonly tested. The questions set is the examination 
generally aim at testing the cramming power of pupil. 
Emphasis is only given to selected skill. The power of 
imaginati<in and reasoning power of student are not in 
demand. Teaching all the four skill is always recommended. 
There should be improvements is the administration of 
examination. 

Now a days school curriculum favour very little the 
teaching of English. This reflects the reduced importance 
given to English. On the long line of subjects to be taught 



English is given a consolation place only. Amongst this 
negativ~ condition is it possible to use any new methods, to 
make teaching effective ? within in this limited time given 
to his/her how will they use audio visual aids or other modem 
techniques. When are we going to come out of the rigidity 
of the system? This throws light on to the fact that a good 
administration back up is in need to sort out the problems. 
Need of competent teachers, well aware of the knowledge 
of language as a system should be in demand. The English 
review committee appointed by the U.GC.in 1965 remarked-

"There is shortage of teachers. Those available here 
just passed the school final examination, having themselves 
studied English in village school for 4 or 5 or 6 years. 

They have little idea of correct usage and none at all 
correct pronunciation. Their vocabulary .is limited as is their 
reading." 

Improvement, no doubt is any field take place with 
proper guidance. We teachers need proper guidance from 
expert, to march forward, and to do justice to the teaching 
of English . This technical aspect is often neglected 
consciously or unconsciously. Mr. Ronald Mackin's paper 
on "The Teaching of English in Difficult Circumstances" is 
of special relevance to the teaching of English in India. 

He says "The old fashioned type of benches and desks 
which restrict movements. The bad light. The noise from 
neighboring classes .. . .. . . 

The requirements of an examination system which 
places a premium on the written language and consequently 
seems to favour the grammar gender of the old school. " 

To conclude it's high time to wake up, the call of the 
hour to regain the standard of English, with a touch of 
national interest to keep English as the medium of instruction. 

Nitha James 
TGT, Bikaner Boys School , Bikaner 

LIFE IS A GAME 
What's lost and what's gain 
What is different and what is same. 
I never knew the life 's a game. 
Sometime happiness makes us cry 

· Sometime tears make us smile 
What's joy and what's pain 
I never knew the life is a game. 
Some people get all in a strike 
Some people get nothing with all their try 
What's counts and what's in vain 
I never knew the life is a game. 
We ever busy in solving question 
As we solve, life changes the question 
What's nothing and what's main 
I never knew the life is a game. 
Everyone is running a race 
With died soul or live face 
What's to leave and what's to say 
I never knew the life is a game. 

Aarti Agarwal 
Teacher, GPS, Rora, (Nokha) Bikaner 

COMMUNICATION: 
a4 MEDIUM OF 
EXPRESSION 

"Proper communication is the fragrance 
of a blossomed soul." Communication is a word of Latin 
origin. It means sharing- sharing of information or 
intelligence. The most common medium of communication 
is language. While speaking we often resort to physical 
gestures. We wave our hands, shrug our shoulders, smile 
and nod to reinforce what we say. Besides there are several 
other means of communication available to us. We use non
linguistic symbols such as traffic lights, road signs, railway 
signals to convey information relating to the movement of 
vehicles and trains. We also use telegraphic code for quick 
transmission of messages and secret codes for 
communicating defense and other highly confidential 
information . Communication is a process. The main 
components of which are- Sender, Message, Channel, 
Receiver and Response. 
Process of Communication 

The first thing to note that in every communication 
situation there are two parties, a sender and a receiver, who 
interact within a common frame of reference. Without a 
common background, purpose and interest there can be no 
effective communication. An important factor in the 
communication process is the existence of cooperation 
between the sender and the receiver. If you speak to a person 
who is totally lost in his thoughts or use a language, he does 
not understand, no communicati on will take place 
Communication, in fact, is a social function and each 
community develops a common medium for the purpose. 
The medium may consist of a language or code- a set of 
symbols which stand for certain ideas, feelings notions, 
things etc. To encode into a pattern to convey meaning. 

Whenever the message is conveyed by a sender, 
naturally, he is interested in knowing how his message has 
been received. The observation of the receivers response is 
called feedback. Immediate feedback is possible only when 
it is face to face interaction or a telephonic conversation. 
Such communication has one significant advantage. The 
sender can promptly adjust the tenor of his communication. 
But oral communication by its nature is ephemeral 

l n the case of written communication, we can 
considerate or change it as many times as we like but it is 
not too effective because of a semantic gap between the 
sender and the receiver. Therefore a great deal of importance 
is attached to acquiring skills of communication in all spheres 
of life. As far as communication in ELT classroom is 
concerned, firstly, it should be well echoed in the classroom. 
It is obvious that teacher is the sender and the students are 
the receivers. So, co-relation should be mentioned between 
both of them. The message that the teacher wants to convey 
while teaching should be conveyed effectively. It should be 
worked like a chain or chemistry between the understanding 
of teacher and learners, the sender and the receivers 
respectively. 

Urvashi Sharma, B.Ed. Scholar, lASE, Bikaner 
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LANGUAGE LEARNING 
Language learning is an art. It should be 
based on practice. It is a skill that is acquired 
through live situations. If we have a glimpse 

over English teaching in present days, it does not seem so 
natural and interesting . Students are engaged just to complete 
the allotted syllabuses. They are taught grammatical rules 
and translation of the lessons. Teachers are not trying to 
achieve four fold objectives of second language teaching. 

The chief aim of language learning is to make use of it 
i.e. to communicate in that particular language, but today 
our students are unable to speak correct English. They can 
read and write it but can't express it. If an infant can learn 
its mother tongue without knowing its script then why our 
students after learning it so many years can't make use of it. 

The fact is that the person needs particular environment 
to acquire particular language but the condition of our 
classrooms is different, here English is taught by translation 
method. Other subjects such as maths, science, Social Studies 
can be taught in any medium. It is just a joke to teach that 
language. So there should be no change in content and 
medium while teaching a language. 

Thus to learn a language means to communicate in that 
language, but spoken English has always remained neglected 
in our schools and colleges. Much attention has been voiced 
from time to time over the deterioration that has occurred 
among the students. They have been suggested to improve 
it. Lists of words to be taught at various stages from the 
secondary to the degree anywhere on the spoken form. 

Murial Wasi has rightly said_" complete ease in spoken 
English can confer complete ease in written English," 

To test the proficiency in English separate paper for 
spoken English is needed and separate pass marks, as we do 
get in practical exams should be made compulsory , No 
compromise between written and spoken English is 
wholesome. Teachers themselves can organize weekly or 
fortnightly "Speaking Test" to know the achievements of 
their student. In M. R. Modi says "while teaching a language 
it would be better if we always keep the following order of 
presentation in our minds-

!. Nothing should be spoken before it has been heard. 
2. Nothing should be read before it has been spoken. 
3. Nothing should be written before it has been read. 

READERS SPEAK. ... 
Orientation Programmes are very beneficial for 

teachers. They bring a great change in our teaching field. If 
there is any imperfection of English language, these 
programmes add new life in our teaching. The teachers as 
well as the students need to adopt their latest knowledge of 
English through these programmes. 

It is felt that English speaking is very necessary to 
communicate our ideas to others. Through these 
programmes, under the guidance of experienced and learned 
RPs, English language can be made interesting and easy to 
speak in our classrooms. 

These Orientation Programmes develop a sound 
and living environment in which learned teachers learn the 
latest teaching methods and creat linguistic skills. They 
provide teachers a new skill of phonetics and stress pattern. 
It is hoped that the District Centre for English will help the 
teachers learn new techniques and methods to cater the need 
of the students. 

Rajbir Sharma 
Lecturer in English, GSSS, Ajitgarh 

Learning a language is not an overnight process. 
It's a life long process which starts with child's birth. Teacher 
plays a vital role in pupils' learning, I feel English should be 
taught with correct pronunciation , accent, stress etc. One 
should speak fluently and confidently. This could be achieved 
only if teacher himself has knowledge of it. District Centre 
for English is doing very well for the improvement of 
teachers, performance. As Orientation Programme does a 
lot to the participants. With phonetics one can use standard 
dictionaries which helps in improving pronunciation. Ifthe 
role model is correct, learners will definitely learn correct 
and actual pronunciation. 

Grammar too is vital part of language. Many 
teachers feel that teaching text book is enough that they have 
done their job. Grammar is an interesting part and students 
take keen interest in it. This portion should be taught 
seriously. This is what ev~ry teacher is taught at District 
Centre for English. I am very thankful to this centre as it has 
refreshed my teaching style. After attending my Orientation 
Course, I am regenerated, full of new hopes and enthusiasm 
that every day I enter my class with new things even my 
students take keen interest in it. It is very true that it is too 
difficult to change a habit, but not impossible. A teacher 
should do something to maintain his/her dignity as a teacher. 

Paramjeet Kaur 
Senior Teacher of English, Sri Ganganagar 

Thus we are to follow the LSRW rule oflanguage acquisition 
to get over all command over language. The teacher should 
see to it that the students get maximum opportun ity to hear 
and speak English. E.V. Gateby writes-" It the new or 
different contacts occupy some hours of everyday, in from 
six to nine months, the child will be speaking the second r-----------0-0-~-0---------,_..;,;,j 
language as fluently as native speakers of its own age. Said to a railroad engineer: 

Mamta What's the use of having a train schedule if the trains are always late. 
M.Ed. Scholar, lASE, Bikaner The reply from the railroad engineer: 

How would we know they were late, if we didn't have a schedule? 
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ENGLISH FOR CLASSROOM COMMUNICATION 

These are some occasions where you can use English 
for classroom management and informal conversation. Note 
that the material is intended to give you both practice and 
confidence. Special attention has been given to teacher talk. 
Self introduction 

T: May I introduce myself, I am .. . 
I am your English teacher 

Ss: How do you do? 
Pleased to meet you. 

Greeting 
T: Good morning/evening/afternoon. 

How are you? 
Ss: Very we!V Fine, thank you. 

Informal talk 
T: Why is Leela absent today? 
St: She is not well, sir. 
T: Oh, I'm sorry to hear that. 

Leave taking 
T: See you tomorrow/see you later. 

Getting things done 
T: Excuse me. What is your name? 
St: Ravi. 
T: Please run to the office room and get me some 

chalks. 
Beginning a new lesson 

T: Today I'm going to teach a new lesion. Are you 
interested in poetry? 

Ss: Yes, madam. 
T: Anyone without the text book? 
Ss: We all have brought our.books, madam. 
T: Good. Open your books at page 56, will you? 

What is the title of the poem, Radha? 
Checking Learning 

T: Let me ask you some questions. Are you ready? 
Ss: Yes, madam. 
T: The first question, then. Those who know the 

answer, raise your hands ... . Where was Dr 
Ambedkar born? Kamala will answer. 

T: Ravi, would you like to answer the first question? 
St: Sorry, madam. I don,t know the answer. 
T: That's all right. Please sit down. Kamala, 

why don't you try? 
Getting instructions 

T: Close your books, everybody .... 
Good. Put them down. I'm going to write two 
questions on the black board ... 
Lakshmi, read the first question. 

T: Good. I shall read the tirst paragraph in your 
textbook. You will listen to me carefully. Is it 
clear? 

Ss: Yes madam. 
T: Here's something I want you to do. Listen well 

and find the answers to those two questions. Have 
I made myself clear? 

Asking pupils to read silently 
T: Open your books. Now you will read the second 

paragraph silently. Rememberdon 't mutter. Off you 
go. 
I asked you to read silently, didn't I? 
Remember no lip movement. 

Telling pupils to improve their hand writing 
T: I'm afraid I can't make out what you have written. 
St: Shall I read it out madam? 
T: Don't bother, but learn to write neatly otherwise 

you'lllose marks in the exam. 
Error correction 

T: Those are the words you have misspelt. Write each 
word five times, will you? See that you don'tmake 
mistake again. 
Look here. What the plural of child? 

Correcting pronunciation errors 
T: Look at those two words on the blackboard. 

Let 's leam how to say them. After me, 
then, .. . . together: 
Woman 
Good. The second word, now; 
opporTUnity 
Round your lips more and say 'WOman' 
Well done. Raju, read the second word. 
You didn't say it correctly. You must say 
'TU' a little louder. 
That's better. Say it again. 

Giving a text 
T: Tomorrow you will take a text. Read Lesson IS 

well. 
Ss: Tests are difficult, madam. 
T: Don't worry. This test will be easy. 
T: I'm sorry to say you haven't done well in the test. 

You have made many mistake. 
When you want to praise a pupil 

T: Your reading is good, keep it up. What's the 
matter, Shashi? You seem to take it easy these days. 
You're quite intelligent but rather lazy. 

St: My mother is in hospital, madam. 
T: I'm sorry to hear that. 

Whe.n you notice that someone is not in his seat 
T: Excuse me, who sits here? 
St: Aziz, sir. 
T: Can you tell me where he has gone? 
St: To the office, sir. He has gone to pay his fees. 

When you talk to a student who looks unwell 
T: You're looking rather pale. Aren't you feeling 

well? 
St: I didn't sleep very well, madam. I've got a head 

ache. 
T: Have a little rest. You'll feel better afterwards. 

When you want to borrow something from a pupil 
T: I've left my pen at home. Can you lend me yours? 
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II need a pen. Have you got one? 
St: Here you are, madam. 

When a pupil answers hurriedly at the expense of cla rity 
T: Will you answer this question? 
St: (answers hurriedly) 
T: If you speak slowly, I can understand you. 

Asking for permission 
St: Excuse me, sir. 
T: What's it? 
St: I must go to toilet, May I go? 
T: Yes, of course. 

Saying sorry 
St: Sorry, I'm late, madam. 

T: That's all right. Do come in and take your seat 
quietly. 

When you have given your class a long writing task 
Ss: Madam, we're tired. 
T: Oh! Are you? All right. Have a little rest. 

Pupil may wish to consult you in your room 
St: May I come in, sir? 
T: Hello, do come in. 
St: I hope I'm not disturbing you. 
T: Not at all. 
St: Thank you for your advice, sir. 
T: It's my pleasure/That's all right/ Don't mention it. 

When your students tell you to speak up 
St: We can't hear you, Madam. 
T: I am sorry. I will speak up. 

While teaching, you may be interrupted 
St: sorry to interrupt you, madam. I don't understand 

you. 
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TEAM TEACHING 
Teaching is a broad term which means 

to make the pupils understand the particular 
subject matter in the classroom. English 

--.-i!i..L...J subject is taught both as a second language 
and foreign language as a school subject. On the basis of 
different principles different teachers adopt the different 
methods, approaches and strategies to achieve the desired 
goal. But no method is perfect in itself. It depends on the 
competence of the teacher and the level of the learners as 
well as the atmosphere of the particular classroom. 

The aim of teaching English is not only to impart 
knowledge as a content subject but to train the learners in 
different skills i.e. Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing. 
To minimize the shortcomings and achieving the desired 
goal, Team-Teaching is the best technique. We have some 
schools where there is not enough teachers to teach all the 
class separately. Team teaching is the only solution in such 
a situation. It involves a group of instructions working 
purposefully and cooperatively to help a group of students 
learn. As a team, the teachers work together, design a 
syllabus, prepare lesson plans, teach the students together 
and evaluate the results. 

A specific group of teachers work together as a team. A 
group may be offour or five teachers depend on the size of 
the class. It is also the best way to use the man power as well 
as aids and skills. Each member of the team is specialized in 
a particular field and they do their best when they work with 
their members. They work better than the usual classroom 
system to achieve the maximum objectives of teaching 
English. 

It also enables the students to work together and apply 
their own mind. They can become the autonomous reader 
which is the ultimate aim of education. The virtues like 
cooperation, self development, group thinking, social 
characteristics can easily be developed among the learners. 

During team teaching, students can expose themselves 
to their teachers. It is also useful method for the class in 
which students are of different ability groups. They can learn 
more from their peers without hesitation. What a teacher 
can't achieve in the traditional classroom can be achieved 
through team teaching if applied carefully by the teachers. 

Limitations are everywhere. So prepare thoroughly 
before engaging the learners to work in a team and be sure 
that the team members have planned their work carefully. 
The teachers can be a facilitator and direct them when it is 
necessary. 

Manjusha Mittal, Lecturer, lASE, Bikaner 

Purpose of education is to replace an empty mind 
with an opinion. 

Malcolm Forbes 
When eating fruit, think of the person who planted 
the tree. 

A Vietnamese Proverb 



COMMUNICATIVE 
LANGUAGE TEACHING 

Communicative Language Teaching 
(CLT) is learner-centered approach to the 

teaching of second and foreign languages and emphasizes 
interaction, communication and real-life situations. The 
ultimate goal is to learn a language. It is also called 
Communicative Approach . Language is used for 
communication. For this reason, CLT makes use of 
communication to teach languages. Whereas traditional 
language teaching places a lot of emphasis on grammar rules 
and verb conjugations, CLT emphasizes real-life situations 
and communication in context (Galloway, 1993). While 
grammar is still important in the CLT classroom, the 
emphasis is on communicating a message. In CLT, students 
practice everyday situations that involve communication, 
such as asking someone for the time. 

It is a Learner-Centered approach. The Communicative 
Language Teaching is quite different from traditional 
teaching methods. In the traditional classroom, the teacher 
controls the learning. In CLT the teacher works as a 
facilitator, Students are in charge of their own learning. The 
teacher prepares exercises and gives direction to the class 
and the students discuss which is generally not done in a 
traditional classroom. This participate of the students can 
increase confidence and they use the language. They 
communicate their needs and thoughts, without worrying 
about having perfect grammar. CLT is also different from 
the audio lingual method of language teaching, which relies 
on repetition .and drills, the communicative approach can 
leave students in suspense as to the outcome of a class 
exercise 

CLT stresses social and situational contexts of 
communication. For example, in many languages, the form 
of "you" changes depending on the age and status of the 
two speakers. Addressing a person in the proper way can 
make a big difference in having a successful exchange, even 
if the verb tenses aren't right. Students learn about language 
in social contexts, such as the difference between speaking 
with an elder and a peer. The teachers provide opporrunities 
in the classroom for their students to engage in real-life 
communication in the target language. Multimed,ia is also 
an ideal way to teach language using CLT. It allows for 
realistic simulations of communicative situations. 

Because of the increased responsibility to participate, 
students gain confidence in using the target language in 
general. Students are more responsible managers of their 
own learning (Larsen-Freeman, 1986). A classroom during 
a communicative activity is far from quiet, however. The 
students do most of the speaking, and frequently the scene 
of a classroom during a communicative exercise is active, 
with students leaving their seats to complete a task. Students' 
motivation to learn comes from their desire to communicate 
in meaningful ways about meaningful topics. 

Poonam Yadav 
Sr. Teacher, GGSSS, Raghunathsar Kua, 

Bikaner 

USE OF NEWSPAPER IN ELT 
One of the more popular sources of authentic material 

is a daily newspaper t. The daily newspaper provides 
information of general interest. The newspaper is suited for 
skimming and scanning exercises, understanding vocabulary 
from context, separating fact from opinion and critical 
reading. It increases our knowledge of the world. What 
students learn from newspaper can be applied in their daily 
speech. A teacher should prepare material from daily 
newspapers and give them the learners to interact. It makes 
the learners communicate. It enables the students to cope 
with our constantly changing daily environment. It makes 
reading possible. The styles of news writing, feature writing 
and opinion writing are easily described and readers can 
develop effective strategies for dealing with these styles. 

· Manoj Kumar Pandey 
Sr. Teacher (English), GSS, Rora (Nokha) 

TRY IT 
Playing word games is a fun way to learn new words 

and develop a larger vocabulary. Board games like and 
homemade games are excellent learning tools. Try playing 
rhyming games with your learners. Think of a word and take 
turns thinking up words (real or imagined) that rhyme with 
it. After sometime you will find a change in the behaviour of 
your learners. 

MOTIVATE YOUR LEARNERS TO READ 
A short story is just the thing to pass the time when 

waiting in line, sitting at the doctor 's office or traveling. 
Encourage your learners to read stories. Once they start 
reading stories, they feel pleasure. It helps to develop their 
reading habit. 

SPELLING RULES 
CJ A word that ends with the sound of /v/ is generally 

spelt with the letters "ve" at its end: shave, above, 
effective 

o The letter "i" comes before "e" except after "c.": 
believe, field, tried (but not receive) 

CJ A word ends with "y" preceded by a consonant, form 
the plural of the word by changing the "y" to "i" and 
adding "es.": countries, carries, ladies. 

CJ Drop the final silent "e" when adding a suffix that begins 
with a vowel: changing, notable, nervous. 

CJ Keep the final silent "e" when adding a suffix that begins 
with a consonant: useful, lovely, hopeless. 

CJ Double the final consonant when a one-syllable word 
ends in a vowel followed by a consonant : topped, 
swimmer, hitting. 

CJ The letter "q" is followed by "u": quick, antique, 
equation 

CJ Do not change the spelling of a word when adding a 
prefix to it: remove, triangle, misspell You may invent 
your own rule. 

M. Sadik Panwar 
Sr. Teacher, GSS, ldgahbari, Bikaner 
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DC NEWS 

Visit of Education Secretary at DC 
In the session 2008-09, the Centre was visited by 

the Education Secretary Ms Veenu Gupta, The Director 
Secondary Education Dr. K.K. Pathak and the District 
Collector Mr. Alok Gupta. They supervised the activities of 
the DC and talked to the Chief Tutor regarding the training 
programmes conducted at the Centre. The Chief Tutor 
Submitted the Achievement Report and briefed about the 
activities at the Centre. They all were satisfied at the activities 
going on at the Centre and the DCE has permitted to have 
internet access for the benefit of the teachers as well as the 
students of the area. 
Library and Internet facility 

The Resource Centre has a library with a good 
collection of books on English Grammar, Literature, English 
Language Teaching, dictionaries, Thesaurus, language 
Activator and audio materials on spoken English . The 
teachers use Library for study and reference purpose. Internet 
facility at the centre helps the RPs to have communication 
with the teachers. The teachers email their problems and the 
faculty members try to find out the possible solution and 
send them through email or message. During the training 
programmes the participants are trained how to use 
Computer, Mobile and the Internet for ELT purposes.Internet 
also help the teachers to have teacher-teacher interaction 
and teacher-tutors interaction. The participants get flrst hand 
information through mail or message. The Centre has done 
excellent work to motivate the teachers to use modern 
techniques in ELT classroom. 
Support from DCS and other DCs 

The Centre has got active support from the DCS 
in respect of guidance, study materials as well as financial 
grants. We too have strong link with the other DCs for the 
exchange of ideas and materials regarding academic 
programmes. We hope the bridge will strengthen the working 
of DC. We are highly grateful for all those for their valuable 
s~gestions and help. 
&ive Priority to Assignments 

DC conducts three contact programmes in a year 
fo r one year correspondence course (Certificate in the 
teaching of English)During the Correspondence course the 
teachers are given the materials in seven areas of ELT- i.e. 
Perspectives ~n Language learning and Teaching, Grammar, 
Read ing. \\'r iling, iud y Ski ll s, Spoken Engli sh and 
Literatu re. Each Module has fo ur Blocks. The teachers are 
given 28 assignments- one ass ignment fo r each block. The 
marks obtained in assignments are included in the overall 
performance of the teachers and play an important role in 
assessment and evaluation. The participants shou ld go 
through the materials provided by the EFL University and 
submit their assignments as per the schedule. If the teachers 
feel any difficulty, they should consult during the contact 
programmes or when they want. They may email the problem 
and wi ll get the response in due time. 

CTE Results 
Two batches have successfully completed the course, The 
third batch is going on. The application form for the fourth 
batch will be accepted by 15 July. The performance of the 
two batches is encouraging for the teachers. 

Successful Teachers in the one year 
correspondence Course- CTE 

2006-2007 Result- 100% 

S.No. Name of the Teacher Marks % Division 

I. Poonam Yadav 
2. Kanta Chaudhary Saharan 
3. Vishnu Dutt Sarswat 
4. Sandhya Bhojak 
5. Manoj Kumar Pandey 
6. Sudha Mishra 
7. Bhanwar Lal Garg 
8. Manju BaJa Sharma 
9. Mohd. Sadik 
10. Bhanwar La! 
II . Inder Nath Sharma 

2007-2008 

I. Pratibha Pathak 
2. Rajender Prasad 
3. Didar Singh 
4. Neetu Verma 
5. Praveen Kumar 
6. Usha Than vi 
7. Kana Ram Kumawat 
8. Veena Gupta 
9. Dilip Chand 
10. Ridhu Singh Shekhawat 
II. Vinod Kumar Pandey 
12. Mohan Lal 
13. Ram Lal Dagla 
'14. Ghisa Ram Bhupesh 
15. Dinesh Kumar 
16. Jaspal Both 
1 7. Sant Kumar Sharma 
18. Ram Kumar Moond 
19. Ramesh Chander Sharma 

81.14 
79.71 
78.14 
77.71 
77.14 
75.71 
75.71 
76.71 
74.57 
73.14 
73.00 

81.29 
77.86 
77.14 
76.00 
75.86 
74.86 
74.86 
74.57 
74.14 
74.29 
74.00 
73.86 
73.71 
73 .14 
72.43 
72.29 
72.14 
72.14 
71.57 

DATE-SHEET 

I D 
I D 
I D 
I D 
I D 
I D 
I D 
I D 
I 
I 
I 

Result- 100% 

I D 
I D 
I D 
I D 
I D 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

for the 10-day Orientation Programmes 2009-10 

S. No. From To 

I 18.05 .2009 27.05.2009 
2 01.06.2009 I 0.06.2009 
3 11 .06.2009 20.06.2009 
4 21.08.2009 30.08.2009 
5 01.09.2009 10.09.2009 
6 15.01.2010 24.01.2010 

ELT Expert Visit at DC 
The Centre was visited by former Resource Person of the 
District Resource Centre for English, lASE, Ajmer, Ms 

DC Jou rnal , District Centre for English, lASE, Bikaner (Rajasthan) 



Minakshi Mehra '< :·. in December, 2008. She was pleased to 
observe the activities and programmes run by the Centre 
and promise<! to support whenever it needs. 
District Level Advisory Committee Meeting 
The DLAC ensures the quality of the training programmes 
conducted at the centre. It consists of the following-
•:• The Principal, lASE, Bikaner 
•:• DEO, Sec Edu, Bikaner 
•:• DEO, Sec Edu, Sri Ganganagar 
·:· DEO, Sec Edu, Hanumangarh 
•:• ADEO, Sec Edu, Bikaner 
•:• The Principal, DIET, Bikaner 
•:• The Chief Resource Person, DCE, Bikaner 

The meeting was held on 26.08.2008. After a through 
discussion and the review of the work done, the members 
were of opinion that the Centre should be given full support 
and necessary help. The members approved the proposals 
and budget provision for the DCE. 
&Joken Courses and other activities at 
Schools 

The Centre is trying to encourage the respective schools 
to start Spoken English courses at their schools for the 
students of secondary classes. The Centre will help the 
teachers in respect of providing and producing the materi al 
for spoken English. The students should have a facility for 
easy reading and The centre is also planning to conduct 
competition exams to encourage and motivate the learners 
to acquire language. 

REVIEW 
The DC Journal is a vehicle to 
enlighten the programmes and 
achievements related to the 
betterment of English language by 
the District Centre for English, 
lASE, Bikaner. It also serves as a 
canvas for the scholars and 
learners to display the different 
shades of head and heart and a 

'----------~ telescope for the authorities to 
have the view ofthe fields where the language flourishes 
in a natural way. and a means of communication between 
the constitutive units of the great enterprise. 

While working in lASE, Bikaner, I have had the 
opportunity to observe the work of the DCE and I can 
say that the work done by the DC will be helpful for 
the teachers as well as for the students. The pub! ication 
of the Journal is a unique effort of the DC. The 
difference can easily be seen in the different issues 
published by the DCE. This new look of the Journal 
will make it more useful and provide the opportunity 
to the teachers to communicate. 

Suman Singh 
Senior Editor, Shivira and Teacher Today, 

Department of Secondary Education, Rajasthan, Bikaner. 

Open Forum for ESL Matters 
·:· Ask questions ·:· Respond to questions 
•:• Give advice to fellow teachers •:• Get advice from ELT Professionals 

·:· Your response should not exceed 100 words. 
Write to- Editor, DC Journal, 

District Centre for English, lASE, Bikaner-334001 
Contact: 0151-2204858 (0) 9460305331 (R) 

Email-rgsj sram@gmail.com 
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