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AN EXCELLENT ASSISTENCE FOR SECONDARY EXAMINATION-2013 

(ENGLISH) 

 
Solving Q.1&2 (Unseen passages) 

 
(1) Teachers should assure their students not to tense about the understanding of these   

passages. They should encourage the pupils to read it properly, making their best efforts 

and then going to questions given below the passage. 

(2) The students should be made familiar with the wh . words and their proper answering 

ways. 

(3)The students should be taught the proper way of locating answer of question in the 

passage with help of the indications of wh. word and the other words used in the 

question. 

(4) They should be taught writing the answer of a question as: 

Q.  what +h.v. + subject + action? 

A.. Subject + verb + action + relating clause from the passage. 

Q.  where +h.v.+ subject +live/stay? 

A.. sub+ verb + relating clause from the passage. 

Q. why + h.v. + sub+ m.v.+ other words? 

A.. sub+ verb + other words+ because +relating clause from the passage. 

Q.  how+ h.v.+ sub+ m.v.+ other words? 

A.. sub+ verb + other words+ by+ relating clause from the passage. 

Q  who + verb+ other words?  

A. relating noun/ pronoun from the passage + verb+ other words. 

Q when + h.v. + sub+ m.v.? 

A.. sub+ verb + time showing clause from the passage 

Similarly some other patterns can be taken to clear the way of answering the questions. 

(5) Sufficient one word for groups of words and antonyms should be learnt by the students so that 

they will be able to answer this kind of questions from the passage. 
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                                     Writing Informal or formal letter in Q . 3 

 
(1) There will be asked both type of the letters, i.e. informal and formal, giving an internal choice. 
(2) Students should be taught writing informal letters, making clear all the parts as: 
 

 
Sender’s address: it may be given in the first sentence of the question, it 
may be completed by the student. 

 
 
 

 
 

Date of the writing 
 

 
 
Salutation:  as- my dear father/mother/uncle/ brother/ sister/friend or a 
name, etc. 

 
 

 

Main theme, taking help from the given points in the question 

 

Expressing your feelings about the theme, with help of the given points 

 

 

  

Describe what you think ahead more of the theme 

 

 

 

Other details or suggestion or promises, with help of the points 

 

 

 

Wishes/ assurance/ etc 

 

With regards / love  

 
Subscription as- yours affectionately / yours sincerely 

 
Name of the sender: probably it will be given in the question or write 
imaginary. 

 
(3) Some suggested letters to practice- 
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1. You are Manish living in Jaipur. The Annual function of your school was held last 
Monday. Write a letter to your friend telling him about the function. 

2. Write a letter to your friend, congratulating him on securing a position in the merit list of 
the secondary examination. 

3. A letter to express condolence on death of your friend mother 
(4) For writing a formal letter, one can adopt the following process. 

 
 

Sender’s address as given in the question or imaginary 
 
 
 

 
 

Date of writing  
 

 
 
 
 
Receiver’s address as given in the question or imaginary. 

 
 

Sir 
 
 
 

I wish to convey you ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

write according to the question 

 

Give sufficient reasons or other details 

 

Related to your talk 

 

Make your request 

 

 

 

Hope that you will give proper  attention to my request and take necessary action soon . 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Name 

                         
 

(5) Some suggested formal letters to practice. 
1 A letter to the editor of Rajasthan Patrika about the polluted water supply in your locality. 
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2 A letter to the district supply officer about non availability of kitchen gas cylinder, by the LPG 
agency. 
3 A letter to M/S College book depot Jaipur, to send you a rate list for library books. 
 
 

 

 

(6) Writing of E-mails also included in the prescribed syllabus, so one can adopt as 

follows: 

 

 

 

Write e-mail address as given in question or 

imaginary as rajsiksha@gmail.com 

Leave blank  

Leave blank 

Write the thing that is being discussed you may 

start as – To/For/About ---- 

 

Make your Talk  

 

Reasons or facts about your talk  

 

Request  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(7) Suggest E- mail writings: 

1 An E-mail to your head master informing him about your accident while returning 

home from school. 

2 An E- mail to the editor of a newspaper expressing your views on the use of helmet 

while driving a bike. 

 

 

A short paragraph for Q.N. 4 

 

 

 
(1)      Some suggested paragraphs: 

(I)      Annual Function of a school. 

(II)     A Visit to a Historical place. 

(III)   A scene at a Railway station. 

(IV)   A Rainy day 

                   

To  

Cc  

Bcc  

Subject  

 Dear sir 

   I wish to submit that…… 

……………………………. 

…………………………… 

…………. 

  …………………………. 

…………………. 

 Thanks! 

…………….. 

…………….. 
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A short writing task for Q.N.5 

 
(1) Some  suggested writing tasks: 

(a) Visual stimulus 

                              
(1) Look at the picture and write the qualities of the personality. 

                                  
(2) Look at the picture and write the qualities of the personality. 

 

                                  
(3) Look at the picture and write the qualities of the personality. 

 

 

(b)Verbal stimulus 

1 how did you prepare tea. 

2 how did you care your younger brother and dressed him to send school. 

3 how did you prepare for your board examination 
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Q.N 6 filling the blanks with the correct form of non finite verbs given in 

brackets 
Here the students will be asked to fill in the blanks with the correct form of none 

finite verbs given in the brackets, some sentences on examination pattern are given 

below for their practice: 

(1) One evening…………… (walk) down the road I saw a funny old man …( lean) 

against a lamp post. 

(2) ……..(enter) the theater I read on the door”……. (smoke) is bad for health.” 

(3)  I Consoled myself …….. (think) that ………. (err) is human. 

(4) The teacher found the class busy …………. (read) their lessons quietly, she was 

glad……….. (see) this. 

 

Q.N.7 Filling the blanks with the proper sentence connectors. 
Here the students will be asked to fill the blanks with the proper sentence connectors 

given in the brackets. Some are as : 

(1) I shall help you ………… you deserve it. ( so/because/ then) 

(2) He speaks………… he were very wise.(to/ then/as if) 

(3) I was reading a book ………. father came ( when/and / so) 

(4) She walked carefully …… she should slip.(but/because/lest) 

(5) Place the book…you can find it.(then/where/while) 

 

Q.N.8 Rearranging the words and phrased to make a meaningful 

sentence 

 
(1) has/ he/ seen/ the Taj/ twice/ Agra/ at. 

(2) never/ a lie/ she/ told. 

(3) why/ you/are/ reading/ not/ your book? 

(4) has/ all/ the bananas/ Sushma/ eaten. 

 

Q.N.9 Filling the correct forms of past tense of the verbs given in 

brackets 

 
Students will be asked to fill in the blanks the correct form of past tense of the verb 

given in the brackets as: 

 

(1) He…. a teacher since 1984 (be) 

(2) Two convicts …….. from prison last night (escape) 

(3) He….  his house some days ago. (leave) 

(4) When my grand father was alive, he …. Sparrows early in the morning everyday. 

(feed) 

Q.N.10 Filling the blanks from the most suitable words, given in the 

brackets 
Students will have to fill up the blanks, choosing the most suitable words, given in 

the brackets as: 
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 It is advisable to find…….(a/the/an/any) good neighbor………. (before/after/to/ in) 

finding a good house. But in a big city…….(like/to/of/ from) Delhi there is a great 

shortage of houses. Our next neighbor is Mr. Ravo….. (whom/who/whose/which) is 

an engineer. 

Q.N. 11Transformatim from direct to indirect speech 

 

(1) wolf: why are you making the water muddy? 

       Lamb: The water is flowing from your side. 

  Ans:  The wolf asked the lamb……… 

           The Lamb replied………… 

 

(2) Mr. Jones: Asha, Help me. Carry this heavy box. 

Asha :  yes, I am just coming.  

Ans: Mrs Jones requested Asha,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

        Asha replied………………… 

 

Q.N. 12 completing the given sentences by choosing correct passive 

forms of the verbs given in the brackets. 

 
(1) A new bill……. in the parliament during the next session to save the girl 

child. 

 

(I) is introduced            (II) will introduced 

 (III) will be introduced  (IV) shall be introduced 

 

(2) Thousands of people……….. in the earthquake in Gujarat last year. 

 

 (i) was killed               (II) were killed 

 (III) will Killed           (IV) are killed 

 

Q.N. 13 Filling the blanks with the suitable modals given in the 

brackets 
Fill in the blanks with suitable modals given below:  

 (Can, Could, Must, Might, May) 

(A) The principal…….grant fee concession. 

(B) She asked me if I …….. teacher. 

(C) Rima wore good clothes so that she …….. appear attractive. 

(D) ……. you prosper in life! 

 

 

Q.N. 14 Use of correct prepositions 

 
Fill in the blanks with correct prepositions given in the brackets: 

(1) I passed my B.A. …….. the age of twenty. ( in / at)  

(2) Police ran ……….. the thief. ( after/ behind) 
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Passages from the text book To Q.N. 15 to 16 

 

(1) The ceremonies took place in the lovely sandstone amphitheatre formed by the 

Union Buildings in Pretoria. For decades this had been the seat of white supremacy, 

and now it was the site of a rainbow gathering of different colors and nations for the 

installation of South Africa‟s first democratic, non-racial government. 

 

(I) where did the ceremonies take place? 

(II) why did the different nations gather there? 

(III) who owned the lovely sandstone amphitheatre? 

(IV) find out from the passage the word which means” a period of the years”. 

 

(2) That was twenty-four hours ago. Since then nobody had come near him. The day 

before, all day long, he had watched his parents flying about with his brothers and 

sister, perfecting them in the art of flight, teaching them how to skim the waves and 

how to dive for fish. He had, in fact, seen his older brother catch his first herring and 

devour it, standing on a rock, while his parents circled around raising a proud cackle. 

And all the morning the whole family had walked about on the big plateau midway 

down the opposite cliff taunting him with his cowardice. 

 

(I)   what was his parents doing? 

(II)  why was the whole family taunting him? 

(III) who had caught first herring and devour it? 

(IV) pick out from the passage the word which means “an area of flat land that is   

higher than the land around it”. 

 

(3) That evening, after I‟d finished the rest of my homework, the note about the essay 

caught my eye. I began thinking about the subject while chewing the tip of my 

fountain pen. Anyone could ramble on and leave big spaces between the words, but 

the trick was to come up with convincing arguments to prove the necessity of talking. 

I thought and thought, and suddenly I had and idea. I wrote three pages Mr Keesign 

had assigned me and was satisfied. I argued that talking is a student‟s trait and that I 

would do my best to keep it under control, but that I would never be able to cure 

myself of the habit since my mother talked as much as I did if not more, and that 

there‟s not much you can do about inherited traits. 

 

(I) what was the trick? 

(II) what was the arguments of the writer about talking? 

(III) why did the writer unable to care her habit of talking? 

(IV) find out from the passage the word which means “ to have qualities that are 

similar of someone‟s parents” 
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(4) The fiercely independent people of Coorg are possibly of Greek or Arabic 

descent. As one story goes, a part of Alexander‟s army moved south along the coast 

and settled here when return became impractical. These people married amongst the 

locals and their culture is apparent in the martial traditions, marriage and religious 

rites, which are distinct from the Hindu mainstream. The theory of Arab origin draws   

support from the long, black coat with an embroidered waist- belt worn by the 

Kodavus. Known as kuppia, it resembles the kuffia worn by the Arabs and the Kurds. 

 

(I) why did a part of Alexander‟s army settle there? 

(II) what was the possible origin of the people of Coorg ? 

(III) what was kuppia? 

(IV) pick out from the passage the word which means “a person‟s family origins”. 

 

 

 

Questions from the text book „First Flight‟ for Q.N. 17-18 
 

(1) How did Lencho react when he got help?                                      (A letter to God) 

 

(2) Why and how did the postmaster answer the letter of Lancho?    (A letter to God) 

(3) How did Mandela‟s hunger for freedom‟ change his life?         ( Nelson Mandela) 

(4) How can one get peace of mind? ( the Sermoua at Benares) 

(5) Natalya says,” I can‟t stand unfairness”, why?      ( The Proposal) 

(6) Why does Lomov want to get married? ( The proposal) 

               

Extracts of the poems for Q.N. .19 

 
(1) “ The way a crow 

   shook down on me  

   The dust of snow  

   from a hemlock tree 

   Has given my heart 

   “A change of mood” 

Explain the given extract of the poem reference to the context . 

 

(2) I think I could turn and live with animals 

They are, so placid and self  contained, 

I stand and look at them long and long. 

 They do not sweat and whine about their condition,  

They do not lie awake in the dark and weep for their sins, 

Explain the given extract of the poem reference to the context 

 

(3) I sit inside , doors open to the veranda 

Writing long letters 

In which I scarcely mention the departure  

Of the forest from the house. 

The night is fresh, the whole moon shines 
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             Explain the given extract of the poem reference to the context 

Questions of interpretation of theme and ideas contained  in the poems 

For Q.N. .20 
 

(1) Why do you think tiger is stalking in the cage?   (A Tiger in the Zoo) 

(2) What is the sense of first responsibility?             (The Ball Poem) 

(3) How is the life of an orphan described in the poem? (Amanda) 

(4) What is the central idea of the poem?  (Animals) 

(5) How do animals act their duty to God? (Animals) 

(6) What the message does the poem convey? (Animals) 

(7) What does an old religious man say about God‟s love? (For Anne Gregory) 

 

Questions From Supplementary 

Reader for Q.N. 21 to 23 
 

(1) what had Mrs.Pumphrey been giving Tricki to treat him?  

                                                                                              (A Triumph of Surgery) 

(2) How did Mr. Herriot cure Tricki‟s illness? ( A Triumph of Surgery) 

(3) Why did the narrator have no friends? ( The Thief‟s Story) 

(4) Why did Hari Singh find it quite pleasant working for Anil? (The Thief‟s Story) 

(5) Kindness can transform even a thief how is it true in the case of Hari Singh?  

                                                                                            (The Thief‟s Story) 

(6) Why did Fowler want to meet Ausable? Why was he disillusioned?  

                                                                                            (The Midnight Visitor) 

(7) How did Ausable get rid of Max? ( The Mid Night Visitor) 

(8) Why did Horace. Put on a pair of gloves before taking the key?  

                                                                                            (A Question of Trust) 

(9) How did Horace plan carefully to steal in the house at Shotover Grange?  

                                                                                             (A Question of Trust) 

(10)How did Griffin escape from the London store? (Footprints Without Feet) 

(11)What trouble did Griffin have to face after becoming invisible? 

                                                                                    (Footprints Without Feet) 

(12)Which factors played an important role in Ebright‟s being a scientist? 

                                                                                    (The Making of a Scientist) 

(13)Why was Mme Loisel disturbed even after having a new dress? (The Neckless) 

(14)How did Gustoff behave when the narrator and the hack driver reached the shop?        

                                                                                     (The Hack Driver) 

(15) How does education transform Bholi? (Bholi) 
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