
English Language Teaching Institute
IASE, Bikaner

presents

Study Materials for Senior Secondary Examination
RBSE

Compulsory English



Prepared by
Narendra Agarwal

Senior Teacher (Grade I) English
Govt. Varishth Upadhyay Sanskrit School, 5CHM

Kakadwala, Bikaner

Academic Support
Ram Gopal Sharma

Chief Resource Person, ELTI, IASE, Bikaner

Released by
CM Gangwal

Director, ELTI, IASE, Bikaner

Edited by
Rameshwar Lal Basera

Reader, ELTI, IASE, Bikaner



 

English Language Teaching Institute, IASE, Bikaner (Rajasthan) India 

1 

BSER 
Senior Secondary Examination, 2013 

Compulsory English 
 

Techniques and a collection of questions 

Main Features:- 

1. Prepared for Hindi medium schools according to the BSER 

syllabus. 

2. Easier in form to teach. Even students can learn and understand 

themselves. 

3. This is not a gas paper though, expected to be found useful in the 

exam paper 2013. 

4. Suggestions may be found imaginary but they are based on 

experience in Hindi medium schools. 

5. Teachers and others are requested not to see this effort in the light 

of literary or excellence work, it is only a help for the students, as 

described above. 

General Suggestions: 

(i) Teachers should inform the students that the question paper will 

contain 12 questions in all. 

(ii) These 12 questions will be divided into three sections 'A', 'B' and 

'C'. 

(iii) Section 'A' includes 2 questions, Question 1 presents an unseen 

passage for comprehension, it will have nine questions,each 

carries 1 mark based on the comprehension. Students have to 
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answer Q. (i) to (vi), questions (vii) to (ix) contain group of words, 

students have to supply one word from the passage for these 

group of words. 

(iv) Q.N. 2 of section 'A will have 2 parts.(a)&(b), students are required 

to make notes in part ‘a’ on the basis of their reading of the given 

unseen passage, using heading and subheading, this carries 

4marks, part (b) requires a summary of the passage with a suitable 

title, it carries 2 marks. 

(v) Section 'B' writing portion, will have Q.3 to Q.6, each question with 

an internal choice. Q. No.3 carries 4 marks whereas Q. 4 to Q. 6 

carries 7 marks each. 

(vi) In question No 3, students will be asked to write a short 

composition, in about 50 words, from advertisements/notices/ 

posters/arguments (for or against a topic)/ accepting or declining 

invitations.  

(vii) Students have to write a report on an event or a factual description 

on given subject, with in about 100 words, in Q.No.4 

(viii) In question No. 5, students will be asked to write a business or 

official letter or a letter to an editor or an application for a job. 

(ix) Question No. 6 includes writing an article or a speech. 

(x) Section 'C' of the questions paper contains Q. 7 to Q.12. Q.7 will 

be from the text book Flamingo, it contains extracts from the 

poems and students have to attempt one out of the two options. 

There will be three questions below the extract to answer. Q. 7 

carries 4 marks for three questions, Q. 8 carries 6 marks for the 

given 3 questions, Q. 9 carries 8 marks for the given 4 questions, 



 

English Language Teaching Institute, IASE, Bikaner (Rajasthan) India 

3 

Q. 10 and 11 carries 7 marks each and Q.12 carries 8 marks for 

the given 4 questions.  

(xi) Question No. 7 will be from the text book Flamingo, it gives 

extracts of the poems, with an internal choice and students will   

answer the given three questions below the extract. 

(xii) Questions No. 8 will also be from the poetry section of the text 

book Flamingo and students have to answer these three questions 

out of the given four. 

(xiii) Q. No. 9 will be from the prose portion of the text book Flamingo, 

and requires the answer of given 4 questions. 

(xiv) Q.10 will be asked from the prose portion of the text book 

Flamingo, with an internal choice. 

(xv) Q. No. 11 will be taken from the text book Vistas, it also has an 

internal choice. 

(xvi) Q. No. 12 will have 4 questions from the text book Vistas, students 

will be required to answer all 4 questions.  

SECTION A 

A useful technique to solve the question no. 1 

(1) Students should be taught to read the given unseen passage   

carefully to understand as many words as they can. It is better that 

passage should be read 2 or 3 times, and in each reading they can 

understand more and more words. 

(2) Teachers should assure their students not to be tensed in the 

situation if they do not understand the passage. Keep patience and 

go to the questions.  
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(3) It is better to take the questions of the passage one by one, e.g.    

take the first question, make an idea from the passage about  the 

probable area of the answer, determine the answer, after this he 

should write his answer mixing the words from the passage, 

questions and his own. It is important to focus the ‘wh’ word of the 

question to determine the answer.  

(4) It should be taught to the students that the answer of a question 

probably lies just before or after the line in the passage where 

question's words strike. 

(5) Teachers should teach their students about various wh. words and 

expected answer for each of these wh. words. 

Technique to solve the questions No. 2 (a) 

(1) Students should be taught that it is necessary to give headings 

and subheadings in writing notes. 

(2) Teacher should teach the students that the words which appear   

in two or more than two lines can be taken as headings. Headings 

may have one or more than one word but it should not have so 

many words. 

(3) Subheadings: under a heading includes the words which are used 

to express some words (heading) or the words which are used to 

give the length to the heading. 

(4) Headings should be given numbers 1,2,3......... whereas 

subheadings should be given numbers 1.1, 1.2,........ then 2.1, 

2.2......... and 8 so on. 

(5) Students should be taught the common abbreviations which can 

be used in writing headings or subheadings.  
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(6) Making notes, there is no need to write full sentences, only 

phrases can be written in headings or subheadings.  

(7) Words that do not have complete or proper meaning like 

prepositions, determiners, conjunctions etc.should not be used in 

writing notes.  

(8) Words used in headings or subheadings should not create 

confusion. Words must be clear to convey their meanings. 

Q.N.2 (b) 

(1) Here students are asked to write a summary of the passage, with a   

suitable title.  

(2) Generally students face problem in giving a suitable title. They can 

be taught it with a lot of practice. We can adopt a method for it as 

follows. 

(3) First, students should read the passage, keeping in mind what it is 

telling about at most of the places in the passage. If students find 

the most described subject then they can easily suggest a suitable 

title. It is important to note that this type of reading needs patient 

and integrity, which can be developed through best efforts by both 

teachers and students. 

(5) Though, a good summery should represent the whole passage 

and good understanding of the given matter, yet we cannot 

imagine such ability in every student, so we can follow a very 

ordinary route as below.  

(6) Mind the most described subject, as you have done above in point 

no. 3 and then write it in rough. Now decide how many different 

things have been said about this subject in the passage, mostly 
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these are three to four, and you should also note them in rough, 

below the given subject. 

(7) Find out what has been said about your selected sub subjects and 

note them in your rough, avoiding the repetitions. 

(8) Now, in your above rough work make concise sentences using one 

words as possible for a group of words, for example if there is 

written-mango, apple, banana.........etc., you can write a single 

word 'fruit' or if you find different names of countries then write 

‘countries’ or use ‘animals’ for different names of animals, or 

‘colors’ for the names of different colors, or ‘flowers’ for the names 

of flowers, similarly vegetable, seasons, months, creatures, birds, 

spices, household articles, limbs, wearing apparel, ornaments, 

relations, professions, stationery, tools, trees, sports etc., are 

some words which can be used at the place of their different 

names. These are very general things which can be used by every 

student with some sense of seriousness.  

(9) If you find the examples, which can be used by the author to 

explain his things, they can be left out to write the summary, for 

example author writes as - "Smoking is injurious to health. It harms 

lungs, livers, chest, brain, heart, intestine, kidney etc.” I met Anil 

who was a chain smoker for 20 years or long. He has lost all his 

health due to the bad habit." Here as we see, author has used the 

name of the parts of body and given an example of Anil. So, to 

make a summary one can write limbs at the place of the different 

names and the example can be left out. 

10. Try to write in indirect speech and use active voice as possible. 
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11. If idioms and phrases are used then you can leave them to 

summarize the passage. 

12. Use your own words as far as you can. 

SECTION B 

Useful techniques to do the Q.N. 3 

(1) If you have an advertisement to write then follow the procedure 

given below: 

1.1 Do not make full sentences, instead, use words clear in meaning, 

give all necessary detail of the things, do not forget to write 

heading and the address of contact. If you are not given the 

address of the contact person then write imaginary as Post Box no 

2221, Rajasthan Patrika, Jaipur etc.  

1.2 Use full page of your answer book in a style that your drafted adv. 

looks no less than an actual adv. 

1.3  You can use the following draft for your help in filling the blanks, 

by the information given in the question. 

Matrimonial  
For Bride 

 Alliance for, boy, fair, age, handsome, 5'8", B.Tech. from I.I.T. Ruraki, income 

5 lakh annually, working in a multinational company, required a homely girl. 

No cast bar, No dowry, advertisement for good selection. Respond with 

complete bio-data and photograph of the girl to Post Box No..... Rajasthan 

Patrika, Jaipur. 
 

Matrimonial  
For Groom 

 Wanted suitable match for a brahamin, 21 yrs, 5'5", convent educated, 

beautiful, smart, vegetarian girl. Family settled at a posh colony, Delhi. No 

cast bar. Advertisement only for good selection. Early and decent marriage. 
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Write with complete bio-data and recent photograph of the boy to Post Box No 

2201, Times of India, New Delhi. 

Situation Vacant  
OR  

Walk in interview 
 Name of institute, well established in city requires 5 computer 

operators to work at its offices. Persons must have PGDCA with 

minimum 2yr’s experience in the field. Selected candidates will be 

given Rs 10,000/- per month. Those desired must contact within 

10 days of publishing this advertisement to: Post Box………… 

 

Lost & Found 

 An item in red color, written R outside it lost/found on Monday, 

somewhere near Railway Station, Finder/owner is requested to 

deposit/ get the same to/from Avinash, ELTI, Bikaner. Finder will 

be rewarded suitably for his honesty. The owner must bring with 

him proofs of ownership. 

1.4 If you are asked to write a formal invitation about some event then 

use the following draft and fill the necessary detail from the given 

question. 
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Mrs. & Mr. P.L. Sharma 
Request the pleasure of your company 

On the auspicious occasion of 
The 

Marriage/Birthday Party/ House warming ceremony/ Retirement party 
Of 

Their 
Son/daughter/newly build house/ father 

Ankush with Rima/ Saneha/5 Gandhi Colony/ after 30 yrs of dedicated 
Govt. service. 

On March 12, 2013, Monday at 8.00 P.M. 
Venue: Hotel Residency, J.L.N Road, Jaipur or their residence. 

RSVP 
B.K. Sharma 

Panch Batti  Jaipur 

 With best compliments 
From: all family members, 

relatives and friends. 

1.5 If you are asked to write an informal invitation then you can use the 

following draft, filling the necessary details from the question: 

 Sona villa  
 Residency Road 
 Jaipur 
 March 14, 2013 
 Dear Tinku 
  You will be glad to know that we are going to celebrate the 
marriage/ birthday party/ house warming ceremony/ retirement party of 
my son/daughter/ elder brother or sister/ newly built house/ father on 
March 14, 2013, Monday at 7:00 p.m. onwards, at Hotel Surya, near 
Rambagh or at our residence. I hope you will come and share our joy. 
Yours 
 Ankit 
 

1.6 If you are asked to reply accepting an invitation then you can use 

the draft as: 
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 5 Janpath 
 Delhi 
 March 21, 2013 
 Dear Meena 
 I am extremely surprised to know about the marriage (name of 

function as given in question). It is really a matter of joy that I ever 
wished to attend. I have been waiting for such a chance so that we 
can meet after long. Accept my congratulations in advance, I am 
definitely coming.  

 Best regards and Love  
 Yours  
 Sumesh 
 
1.7 If you are asked to reply declining an invitation then you can write 

as: 

 5 Janpath 
 Delhi 
 March 21, 2013 
 Dear Uncle 
 I am extremely surprised to know about the marriage/ name of 

function as given in question. It is really the occasion of joy which I 
ever wished to attend. But due to an urgent meeting/ illness of my 
mother/ my board examination, I am unable to attend the function. 
However it is only in physical form. I’ll be with you spiritually. 

 Please accept my congratulations and best wished. 
 Yours 
 Manish 
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SECTION C 

Textual Questions 

(1) For questions No. 7 some important extracts and questions 
from the poems are given below: 

(1.1) "I saw my mother, beside me, doze, open mouthed, her face, 

ashen like that, of a corpse and realized with pain that she was as  

old as she looked but soon put that thought away." 

OR 

 "And felt that familiar ache, my childhood's fear, but all I said was, 

see you soon amma, all I did was, smile and smile and smile....." 

1.1.1 What does the term ‘that thought’ refer to? 

Ans. The term ‘that thought’ represents the poet's thoughts about her 

mother's old age.  

1.1.2 What does the poet realize? 

Ans. The poet realizes that her mother has grown so old that her life 

may come to an end any time. 

1.1.3 Why has the poet compared the face of her mother to a corpse? 

Ans. The poet saw her mother dozing with open mouth which was due 

to old age. Weakness made her as white as a corpse.  

1.1.4 What is the poet's familiar or old or childhood's fear? 

Ans. Parting from her mother is the poet's familiar or old or the 

childhood's fear. 

1.1.5 What does the poet mean by smile and smile...? 

 OR 

 Why does the poet smile again and again? 
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Ans. The poet tries to hide her emotions of fear and reality of her 

mother's approaching death in near future, so she smiles again 

and again. 

(2) For question No. 8 some important questions from the poetry 
section of the text book flamingo, are given below: 

(2.1) Why does the poet look out of the car? (My mother at sixty six) 

Ans. The poet looks out of the car so that she can easily drive away her 

thought of parting from her mother. 

(2.2) What kind of late winter's moon look like? (My mother at sixty six) 

Ans. Late winter's moon amongst clouds looks like dull, cold and ready 

to set. 

(2.3) Why has the mother been compared with late winter's moon? (My 

mother of sixty six) 

Ans. The face of her mother look likes the late winter's moon, dull, cold   

and soon to die. 

(2.4) What does the poet want for the children of the slums? How can 

their lives be made to change? (An elementary school classroom 

in a slum) 

Ans. The poet wants these children to be cared well and to teach them 

in nature. 

(2.5) How is Shakespeare wicked? (An elementary school..........) 

Ans. According the poet the place of Shakespeare's picture is not 

proper in a slum's school. 

(2.6) What will be the exotic moment? (Keeping quiet)  
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Ans. To be silent, noiseless and being together, will be the exotic 

moment. 

(2.7) What does the poet mean by green wars? Which different kinds of 

wars have been described by the poet? (Keeping quiet) 

Ans. Green was means war against the environment the poet tells 

about wars with gas, wars with fire, along with the green wars. 

(2.8) Why does the poet say victory with no survivors? (Keeping......) 

Ans. The poet says so because the victorious losses so much that 

victory does not mean him much. 

(2.9) How does the poet differentiate between stillness and total 

inactivity? (Keeping quiet) 

Ans. Here the poet talks about stillness which shows peaceful 

conditions of life whereas the total inactivity shows death. 

(2.10) What is a thing of beauty? (A Thing of Beauty) 

Ans. A thing of beauty is a long lasting thing which gives us comfort. 

(2.11) What moves away the pall from our dark spirits? (A Thing of 

Beauty) 

Ans. Some shape of beauty as the Sun, the Moon, trees etc remove the 

pall from our dark spirits. 

(2.12) What makes human beings love life in spite of troubles and 

sufferings? (A Thing of Beauty) 

Ans. Some shape of beauty which is a joy for ever like the Sun, the 

Moon, trees etc by their unselfish nature, makes human being love 

life. 

(2.13) What would not be fair to say and why? (A roadside stand) 
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Ans. It would not be fair to say that the owners of the stands begging 

alms, instead they were trying to earn doing labor.  

(2.14) Why was the roadside stand built for? (A roadside stand) 

 OR 

 Why were the owners of the stand expecting money? 

Ans. The stand was built to earn some money or cash to get the comfort 

of city life. 

(2.15) What makes the passers by irritate? (A roadside stand) 

Ans. The artless paint of the stand, wrong putting of N and S and the 

things offered for sale; make the passers by irritate. 

(2.16) What was offered for sale at the stand? (A roadside stand) 

Ans. Wild berries and Squash which was not in good condition, offered 

for sale at the stand. 

(2.17) Who are called the beasts of prey and Why? (A roadside stand) 

Ans. The greedy doers or the false politicians are called the beasts of 

prey because they make false promises to the poor. 

(2.18) What is the childish longing? (A roadside stand) 

Ans. Hope of stopping cars at the roadside stand and passers by buying 

something here, is a childish longing. 

(2.19) Why do some passers by stop at the roadside stand? (A roadside 

stand) 

Ans. Some stop to inquire farm products’ prices, some to inquire the 

way, some to back and turn while some others to ask about gas. 

(2.20) When will the poet feel great relief? (A roadside stand) 



 

English Language Teaching Institute, IASE, Bikaner (Rajasthan) India 

15 

Ans. When all these poor get rid of their pain, then the poet will feel 

great relief. 

(2.21) Why was the tigers a complete contrast to Jennifer's life? 

 OR 

 What is specific about the tigers created by Jennifer? (Aunt 

Jennifer's tigers) 

Ans. The tigers symbolize freedom that has been denied to the aunt. 

(2.22) What is suggested by the image 'massive weight of uncle's 

wedding band? (Aunt Jennifer's tigers) 

Ans. Uncle’s wedding band snatched all freedom in aunt’s life so it was 

no less than a massive weight. 

(3) For question No. 9 there are some questions as: 

(3.1) Why was the author (Franz) fearing to go to school?  

 OR 

 Why was Franz in great dread of scolding? (The last lesson) 

(3.2) What did Franz notice that was unusual about the school that day? 

(The last lesson) 

(3.3) Why Saheb was not happy to work at the tea stall? (The last 

lesson) 

(3.4) How is Mukesh's attitude to his situation different from that of his 

family? (The Lost Spring) 

(3.5) Why did the boy throw (tossed) the author into water? (Deep 

water) 

(3.6) How did the misadventure affect the author? (Deep water) 

(3.7) Why was Donglas determined to get over his fears? (Deep water) 
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(3.8) Who should be appreciated, according to the author? (Deep water) 

(3.9) Why did the  owner (crofter) of the cottage give shelter to the 

peddler? (The Rattrap) 

(3.10) Why did the Ironmaster speak kindly to the peddler and invite him 

to his home? (The Rattrap) 

(3.11) What doubts did Edla have about the peddler? (The Rattrap) 

(4) For questions No. 10 there are some questions as: 

(4.1) How did a change come in the life of the peddler? (The Rattrap) 

(4.2) Why is the world compared to a rattrap? (The Rattrap) 

(4.3) Who were sitting on the last benches of the classroom and Why? 

(The last lesson) 

(4.4) What forces conspire to keep the workers of the bangle industry at 

Firozabad in poverty? (Lost Spring) 

(4.5) How did Subbu use his creativity in various activities in the studio? 

(Poets and Pancakes)  

(4.6) What is Eco's theory of interstices? (The Interview) 

(4.7) What were the dreams of Sophie and why did Jansie discourage 

her? (Going Places) 

(5) Few questions for Q.N.11 

(5.1) How is the Grand central station a symbol of escape? (The Third 

Level) 

(5.2) Describe the episode that first seemed funny to Bama but later it 

changed her worldview. (Memories of Childhood) 

(5.3) How does the basic human goodness overpowers all other 

factors? (The Enemy) 
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(6) Few questions for Q.N.12 

(6.1) What does the third level refer to? (The Third Level) 

(6.2) Why did Charley buy old style currency? (The Third Level) 

(6.3) What was done at the hundredth tiger’s killing? (The Tiger King) 

(6.4) What makes Antarctica a crucial element in the study of climate 

change? (Journey To The End Of The Earth) 

(6.5) Why is the average global temperature increasing? (Journey......) 

(6.7) How was the man who arrived at Sadao's door step? (The Enemy) 

(6.8) What prompted Dr. Sadao to save the man's life? (The Enemy) 

(6.9) What happened when Roger Skunk began smelling bad again? 

(Should Wizard Hit Mommy)  

(6.10) Why do Mr. Lamb's talks leave an impression on Derry's mind? 

(On The Face Of It)  
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